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The railroad bridge was inaccessible and backwater 
from the Cimarron made a river out of a creek. To 
add to the distress the ferry boat went down with 
the flood. 


Permission has been asked of the California Rail- 
road Commission by the Midway Gas Company, 
owner of a pipe line extending, approximately, 111 
miles, from Kern County, Cal., to Los Angeles, to 
acqure the properties of the Southern California 
Gas Company. 

Tank construction in the Cushing field has under- 
gone a considerable slump during the past few 
weeks. It appears that new pipe outlets and the 
large number of tanks already constructed, have 
solved the problem of taking care of the field’s big 
daily production, 


One of the best wells recently reported by Okla- 
homa oil-news scouts is the Mc-Man Oil Company 
well on the Emma Coker farm in the Cushing field. 
Its output, after a small shot of nitro-glycerine, on 
Wednesday of last week, was estimated at the daily 
rate of 8,000 barrels. 


Cc. J. Wrightsman, the Tulsa oil man, usually 
makes a winning in his various undertakings, but 
in his test well in section 30-14-8, in Okmulgee 
county, Oklahoma, at a depth of 2,600 feet he has 
nothing but a dry hole filled with memories of fish- 
ing jobs and vexation. 

Attention is called by the Petroleum Review of 
London, to the large shipments of oil cargoes to 
Seandinavian ports, the oil thus supplied being 
much greater in quantity than Scandinavian needs 
would require. It is inferred that this extra quan- 
tity is going to Germany. 

Casing-head gasoline production in California con- 
tinues to increase and may now be estimated at 
27,000 gallons per day, says an exchange. The 
largest producer at present is the Pacific Gasoline 
Company, which, operating two plants, has a daily 
production of 4,500 gallons. 

G. S. Beary of Marble, Clarion County, Pa., is not 
easily discouraged. He wished to test the territory 
in his home town and did so, encountering much 
trouble, meanwhile, and being required to drill a 
second hole. The latter was 3,000 feet deep when 
last reported and was dry. 

In Coal County, Okla., the Pierce Oil Corporation 
is to do some test drilling. Satisfactory reports by 
geologists as to the possible productivity of the 
prospective field have been made and people living 
thereabouts are expecting to have an oil pool and 
a boom in the neighborhood. 

E. L. Doheny, the California oil man, has effected 
the organization of a ship company to transport 
petroleum to Europe from the United States and 
Mexico. The Mexican Petroleum Company owns 
half of the stock of the new concern. English capi- 
tal is said to be largely interested. 


At Moncton, New Brunswick, last week, a meet- 
ing of stockholders of the N. B. Oil Company was 
held and the proposition to merge the corporation 
with the Maritime Oilfields Company was discussed. 
No action was decided upon. Another meeting will 
soon be held to further consider the matter. 

To skim floating oil from the surface of Cimarron 
river in the Cushing field, plans for a suitable 
“trap” have been formulated. The oil is to be cor- 
ralled in a sump and then be pumped into tankage 
nearby. It is expected that the daily “production” 
of the trap will reach several hundred barrels. 

In order to put an end to vexatious litigation an 
effort is being made, it is reported, to purchase the 
interests of claimants in the Barney Thlocco lease 
case, half a million dollars being placed in a fund 
for that purpose. C. N. Haskell is credited with 
being a leading figure in the reported negotiations. 

At Bartlesville, Okla., last week, in the damage 
case of Mrs. Carrie Shultz against the Manhattan 
Oil Company, a verdict was given for the plaintiff in 
the sum of $5,600. The woman had sued for $15,000 
on account of the accidental death of her husband, 
while he was in the service of the company as a 
well worker. : 

Charles Chapman, of the Mc-Man Oil Company, 
who is familiar with the history of Eastern oil 
fields, has reached the conclusion that Oklahoma 
pumping wells, at least in some sections of the 
State will be “stayers.” He predicts a life of from 
ten years upward for many wells, with a paying 
output of oil. ° 

At Washington, last week, on behalf of Ward HB. 
Pearson, of New York, whose father and mother 
perished on the Lusitania, T. P. Little-Page, local 
legal representative for the Pearson oil interests, 
took up with the White House and the State de- 
partment the question of recovering bodies of the 
disaster victims. 

California Oil World: Water protection in the 
oil fields under State supervision and advice is now 


practically an accomplished fact. The bill of Sena- 
tor Maddux providing for this end passed the As- 
sembly Wednesday evening by unanimous vote. It 
will undoubtedly receive the signature of Governor 
Johnson and become a law. : 

John R. Hadley, a Cushing attorney, owns a two- 
acre lot near Pemeta, Okla., and from one well 400 
barrels of oil, daily, is the yield of ths valuable piece 
of land. Another well may be drilled on the lot 
during the summer. The oil produced is contracted 
for by a refining company and the contract takes 
in the production for five years to come. 


For a, price approximating one-quarter of a mil- 
lion dollars, the exact consideration not being offi- 
cially reported, the Commerce Oil & Gas Co. of 
Shreveport, La., has transferred its leases and wells 
in Red River Parish, embracing 500 acres in the 
Crichton district, to a company organized with cap- 
italization representing about $2,000.000. 


Dallas, Tex., is determined to protect its future 
gas supply and the Lone Star Gas Company assures 
the people of the city that there shall be no danger 
of a gas famine so long as its large sources of sup- 
ply are drawn upon. The company announces its 
decision to duplcate its gas pipe line from the 
Petrolia field to Dallas at a cost of $500,000. 


Homeward bound are a number of American oil 
well workers from Rangoon, India, and owing to 
war troubles they are being detained on the way. 
Some who started in February last have not yet 
arrived in the United States. Conditions in the 
Burma oil fields are said to be considerably affected 
by business upheavals due to the great war. 

According to figures of the Petroleum Review, 
there are registered in Roumania 121 petroleum 
producing concerns with a total production in 1914 
of about 1,714,000 tons, or an average of 14,167 tons 
per concern. The figures concerning Baku during 
the same year were 172 firms, with a production of 
5,452,077 tons, or am average of.30,758.tons per con- 
cern. : 

A Lousiana court has rendered a curious decision. 
A German attempted to blow up an English ship 
in New Orleans with dynamite. He was caught 
with the explosive on the ship and arrested. He has 
been freed because the law provided punishment 
for those who attempted to destroy “structures” by 
explosive methods and a steamship was not a 
structure. 

Henry Clark Coe, who disappeared from his home 
in Boston, Mass., last January and for whom a 
nation-wide search has been conducted, has been 
located in Alaska, Coe was an employe in the Bos- 


He blames her for having been extravagant. 
she indignantly denies. 

The sinking of the Gulf Refining Company’s 
tanker, Gulflight, off the coast of England by a 
German submarine, is rather remarkable from the 
fact that although there was an explosion which 
lifted the boat out of the water and also lifted a 
nearby patrol ship out of the water, the cargo of 
gasoline which the Gulflight was carrying did not 
explode or become ignited. 

Michael Griffin, of Fort Smith, Ark., failed to find 
a satisfactory solution to his financial troubles in 
Cushing, Okla., and swallowed chloroform with sui- 
cidal intent, death resulting. He had wired home 
for money to pay for a return ticket, but the money 
was not forthcoming. In the oil fields, poverty’s 
pinch is felt by many a work-seeker who is un- 
familiar with oil-region trades, 

At Dallas, Tex., the other day, a young Indian 
from Oklahoma, named Alex Harjoe, was taken into 
custody by the police. Harjoe, it had been feared, 
was about to be buncoed out of a valuable oil lease 
by a persuasive individual who accompanied him on 
his rounds of the town. By arresting him he was 
rescued from his lease-seeking friend, pending in- 
tervention by parties interested in his welfare. 

Drumright, Okla., has heretofore given free right- 
of-way to nitroglycerine haulers through its streets, 
but as the town grows and becomes more self-con- 
scious, the “high-explosive” privileges in vogue are 
regarded more seriously. Hereafter “nitro” men 
will be required to avoid the central streets and 
take less frequented highways or byways. Drum- 
right does not wish to be accidentally torpedoed. 


This 


packing house; at New Orleans to blow up a steam- 
ship and at San Francisco to blow up a steamship 
because the owners were supposed to sympathize 
with one side or the other in the European war, 
have caused several papers to again refer to the 
laxity with which toe laws of this country regulating 
the sale and transportation of explosives are admin- 
istered. 


Australian oil developments will be in accordance 





with American methods if operators in the Anti- 


ton offices of the Standard Oil Company. He left}| 
his young wife, he says, because he was unhappy.| — 


Recent attempts at Kansas City to blow up aj 





podes accept the advice of John Hargreave, an ex- 
pert who has been closely investigating California 
oil men’s system of drilling wells, and piping and 
refining petroleum. Mr. Hargreave was sent by the 
Australian Government to observe methods in Cali- 
fornia and he is strongly in favor of American ways 
and means. 


Anna W. Burke, of San Francisco, has sued the 
Refining & Producing Co. of California for $100,000. 
She has a certificate which shows that she owns 
100 shares of stock in the company, the value being 
$100 per share. Recently she asked for cancellation 
of her certificate and the issuance of a new one, 
the same to be made out in the name of A. M. 
Alleson. The company refused to do as requested, 
it is alleged, and hence the suit. 


Kansas City Star: Motorists who are forunate 
enough to belong to the Automobile Club of Kansas 
City will now be able to buy gasoline for one cent 
under the market price. Arrangements have been 
made by the garage committee of the club for the 
purchase of 400,000 gallons of high-gravity gasoline, 
which will supply the members about two years. 
Coupon books have been issued, good for 50 and 100 
gallons, and the present price of gasoline to club 
members will be 8 8-10 cents a gallon. 


Near Rouseville, Pa., in the old Oil Creek field, 
Charles File has drilled three holes to the grey sand 
and has profitable wells for that district. Usually 
in the Oil Creek country operators find much 
trouble with water. In the early times when wells 
were abandoned, casing was pulled and the holes 
were not plugged. This resulted in water seepage 
in the various strata and consequent ruin of the 
territory in its producitivity of oil. The present 
instance of finding new wells free from water is 
therefore a gratifying surprise for Mr. File. 

One hundred tons of oil daily is the production 
of the Astra-Romana’s well No. 1 at Razvad, Rou- 
mania. The International Company’s big well at 
Gura-Ocneitzi, same country, yields 250 tons a day. 
These figures apply to the wells during their erup- 
tive periods. A well belonging to the Steaua- 
Romanan at Tzuicani, averages 250 tons daily when 
in a gushing mood. On a recent day it blew 400 
tons of oil out of the earth. The Astra-Romana’s 
No. 16 well, in Bacoi-Fierabatori, broke loose re- 
cently with a flow that destroyed the derrick and 
then it became clogged with sand. 





RECENT DEATHS 








Mrs. Ruth Leonard died Sunday morning, May 16, 
at the home of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Cremins, No. 815 East Sixth Street, Tulsa. De- 
ceased is survived by her husband, William Leonard, 
an infant daughter and her parents, 


Mrs. Robert Long died at her home in Bradford, 
Pa., on May 14. For seven years she had been an 
invalid. Deceased was the wife of a well-known oil 
man, prominent for many years in Pennsylvania 
petroleum fields. Mrs. Long is survived by her 
husband and two sisters. 


William Dwyer, for many years a prominent resi- 
dent of Oil City, Pa., died suddenly in that place, 
last week. He had a wide acquaintance among oil 
men and for years had been engaged in the hotel 
business. His son, John Dwyer, of Tulsa, was 
among the relatives in attendance at the funeral. 


P. F. Kearns, 61 years old, who was well known 
as an oil leaser, was found dead Sunday morning 
last in his’ apartments in the Keystone Building, 
Tulsa. An inquest was held and it was decided that 
apoplexy was the cause of the man’s death. The 
deceased is survived by his wife, a son and a 
daughter, whose home is in Missouri. 

Prof. David Alexander Louis, F. I. C., an eminent 
mining engineer and petroleum expert, of London, 
England, is dead. He was 58 years of age and a 
man of exceptional abilities. 
career, visited all the important mining and oil- 
producing countries of the world. He was distin- 
guished as a chemist, metallurgist and geologist as 
well as in the technical work of mining engineerng. 
He had written much and lectured on the themes 
with which he was familiar and was widely known. 
Andrew F. Jackson, 47 years old, an oil man who 
had many friends in the Mid-Continent field, lost 
his life in a most distressing manner on May 16, 
his death being due to drowning. His son, John 
Jackson, 14 years old, also perished. The boy was 
swimming in Silver Lake, six miles south of Bar- 
tlesville, Okla., when he was seized with cramps. 
He shouted for help and his father, who was near 
at hand, plunged into the water to save the boy’s 
life. The lad clutched his father frantically about 
the neck and both sank to the bottom of the lake. 
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He had, during his 
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Eureka! and then again Eureka! 


Easiest Running Pumping Rig 
That Ever Sat Over a Well 


Here is positively the last word in individual well pumping 
outfits. A very simple machine that gives the polish rod an 


exact straight line motion. 

















National Transit Straight Line hieewiai Outfit 








No side thrust'on the stuffing box to 
wear the packing. 


_ Liberal pins and bearings all over. Jig 

drilled to insure accuracy of the motion. 
Directly connected to an engine or 
motor, but we do not advise this—we 
prefer a belted outfit as shown, as it 
eliminates any fire risk— something you 
. have when the engine is very close to 
the well. 


No knuckle joint necessary — you can 
use an ordinary tee. 


Just to watch it run is a nice little 
“Motion Study”—it makes you think 
“Efficiency” and a straight line is the 
shortest distance between two points, 
you know. 


We can tell you more about the 
National Transit Straight Line Pump- 
ing Outfit. Ask us. 





The National Transit Co. Shops, : 
OIL CITY, PA. 
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Exchange National Bank of Tulsa, Okla. 
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OKLAHOMA AND KANSAS 


By R. H. WHITNEY. 





COMPLETIONS AT CUSHING. 





Mc-Man Oil Co.’s No. 8 Coker, Section 
16-18-7, 5,000 bbls. 

Mc-Man Oil Co.’s No. 17 S. Vance farm, 
Section 6-18-7, 1,800 bbls. 

Mc-Man Oil Co.’s No. 18 
Section 6-18-7, 200 bbls. 

Carter Oil Co.’s No. 4 Manuel, 
4-18-7, 3,100 bbls. 

Prairie Oil & Gas Co.’s 
Section 4-18-7, 500 bbls. 

B. B. Jones’ No. 5 Long, Section 9-18-7, 
1,000 bbls. 

Black anor ag? Oil Co.’s No 
Section 9-18-7, 1,500 bbls. 

Slick Oil Co.’s No. 16 Dacon, 
16-17-7, 1,000 bbls. 

Slick Oil Co.’s No. 5 Manuel, 
17-18-7, 1,550 bbls. 

Mc-Man Oil Co.’s No. 15 Vidg M. Way, 
Section 17-18-7, 200 bbls. 

Mc-Man Oil Co.’s No. 19 Sam Vance 
farm, Section 6-18-7, 2,000 bbls. 

Mec-Man Oil Co.’s No. 21 Sam 
farm, Section 6-18-7, 1,200 bbls. 

Regarding the Deeper Pay. 

Another deep-sand well has made its 
appearance in Section 17-18-7 and it now 
looks as if the largest wells in that local- 
ity will be derived from the deep pay. The 
well, when completed in the regular Bar- 
tlesville formation, were of no great size, 
but the completion of the good wells by 
the Slick Oil Co. and the Silurian Oil Co. 
in the deeper pay, after having but a 
small showing in the upper stratum, re- 
sulted in C. B. Shaffer drilling deeper No. 
4 Abraham, which was but a small well, 
and it is now among the large producers 
in the pool, making 300 bbls. hourly. The 
bottom of the sand was found at 2,598 
feet. The Mid-Co. Petroleum Co. is now 
drilling deeper No. 2 Fixico, offsetting 
this well, and expects a large producer. 
Other wells in the immediate vicinity as 
well as in other portions of the develop- 
ment, that were small, will be drilled 
deeper in hopes of finding this rich pay 
streak. Guesses are still being made as 
to what the sand is—whether a continua- 
tion of the Bartlesville or the Tucker 
sand. One large refining company is 
making a test of the oil found in the 
deeper sand and it will then be deter- 
mined whether or net it is the Tucker. 
It has been stated that the Bartlesville- 
sand oil at Cushing is not of a better 
quality than that found in other Bartles- 
ville-sand pools throughout the State, but 
a visit to any refinery will soon convince 
one that the Cushing oil is of a superior 
quality. As far as known, there are now 
seven wells that are producing from the 
lower pay at Cushing, the Mc-Man Oil Co. 
having the original well in No. 12 Vance 
farm, Section 7-18-7. The Carter Oil Co. 
has three on the Yarhola in Section 8, and 
in Section 17-18-7 the Silurian Oil Co.’s 


S. Vance farm, 
Section 
No. 12 Lucas, 
. 15 Thlocco, 
Section 


Section 


Vance 


No. 7 Starr; the Slick Oil Co.’s No. 4 
Manuel and the C. B. Shaffer’s No. 4 
Abraham. 


Deeper drilling of the above wells has 
helped increased the production of each. 
The Mc-Man well was dry in the regular 
Bartlesville sand and the Carter wells 
were small, but were improved when 
drilled deeper. The Slick, the Shaffer and 








the Silurian wells were all small until 
drilled down. 

In the southeast corner of the north- 
west quarter of Section 16-18-7 the Mc- 
Man Oil Co. met with somewhat of a sur- 
prise in No. 8 Coker farm. When the 
well was drilled into the Bartlesville sand 
from 2,599 to 2,660 feet it showed but a 
50-bbl. production and the well was about 
to be put on the beam. Later, it was de- 
cided to give the stratum a shot, as it 
was a little harder than that found in 
some portions of the development. A 30- 
quart shot was put in the hole and was 
accidentally exploded by the tools and the 
well started to gush oil at a rapid rate. 
Its capacity has been estimated as high 
as 8,000 bbls., but a conservative esti- 
mate places it at 5,000 bbls. daily. The 
tools are still in the hole and all attempts 
to recover them have proven fruitless. 
The size of this well, in what was consid- 
ered small territory, makes that portion 
of the development look better and it is 
the only real instance where a shot im- 
proved the production. The company was 
not figuring on more than a 300-bbl. well 
after shot and there was not sufficient 
tankage to hold the large output. This 
company had several other completions to 
offer for the week. No. 17 Samuel Vance 
farm, Section 6-18-7, had an initial output 
of 1,800 bbls. the first 24 hours and No. 18 
was credited with but 200 bbls. 


Two Deals at Cushing. 


Two deals were consummated in the 
Cushing pool during the past week. 
N. V. V. Franchot purchased seven-six- 
teenths interest, or half of the working 
interest, of the Hub Petroleum Co. leases 
which are operated by the Prairie Oil & 
Gas Co. The deal was completed for a 
reported consideration of $430,000 and 
consisted of the prolific 120-acre Lucas 
lease in Section 4-18-7 a@nd the two 40- 
acre tracts of B. Wacoche. There are 11 
producing wells on the Lucas allotment 
making in the neighborhood of 14,000 bbls. 
daily. The Prairie leased the land from 
G. E. Black, Kiskaddon, et al. Mr. Fran- 
chot has recently become interested in 
other property in the Cushing pool, buy- 
ing an interest in the Crow lease, for- 
merly owned by the Exeter Oil Co., in 
Section 4-18-7. He also had the Mid- 
River Oil Co.’s acreage in Section 6-18-7, 
but on account of high water and other 
poor conditions of the riverbed lease, de- 
cided he did not want it, and gave up the 
lease. 


Robert E. Fuller has disposed of his 
one-sixth interest in the Devonian Oil 
Co.’s Yarhola property in Sections 8 and 
9-17-7 to unknown Eastern operators for 
a reported consideration of $300,000. The 
two leases have 30 producing wells in the 
Bartlesville sand with an approximate 
production of 8,050 bbls. This lease at 
one time was about the best in the old 
pool, but the failure to complete any new 
wells resulted in a decline, as the old 
wells have fallen off. 


Productive Acreage at Cushing. 
What amount of productive acreage is 
there at Cushing? This question has been 
asked many times and it is of importance. 
In glancing over an up-to-date map of 
that wonderful area it can be figured that 


there is now approximately 14,275 acres 
that are producing oil in the Cushing pool 
from the Layton, Wheeler, Bartlesville 
and Tucker sands. There were on Sat- 
urday 1,432 producing wells in the entire 
development, of which number 800 are 
producing from the Bartlesville formation, 
leaving 632 in the Layton and Wheeler 
sands. The Bartlesville stratum covers 
the largest area and has approximately 
9,800 acres that are gushing forth oil 
daily. The above figures show one well 
for each 10 acres. There are a number of 
sections that are fully productive, but 
others have but a small area capable of 
furnishing oil from any of the sands. In 
the older pool there were a larger number 
of Wheeler and Layton-sand wells, but 
when the first Bartlesville-sand well was 
struck on the Fred Tucker farm in Sec- 
tion 3-17-7, by the Prairie Oil & Gas Co., 
these tests were drilled deeper to the 
Bartlesville and a number of the produc- 
tive wells in the Bartlesville were once 
producing from the upper formations. 
There is some work now under way to 
the Layton sand, but the completions are 
few. No Wheeler-sand producers have 
been reported for a long period. 

; Production Again Increased. 

The productivity of the Bartlesville 
sand once more made itself felt when a 
number of good wells completed inside of 
defined limits increased the production to 
250,000 bbls. daily. The past two weeks 
have witnessed much completed work and 
have more than offset the decline in the 
old production, which has not been as 
large as was expected. The production, 
up until two weeks ago, was decreasing, 
but with additional tankage capacity and 
a deeper pay sand to draw from, the op- 
erators were enabled to drill in some of 
the wells that have been partially shut 
in or on top of the sand. 


Operations at the present time are con- 
fined to the prolific portion of the pool 
and with the rush of the drill the high 
production will be maintained for several 
weeks to come, as it is thought that there 
will be no large decrease in the produc- 
tion of the old wells, the longevity of 
which has been surprising, especially in 
the older development. Despite the fact 
that the numerous completions are add- 
ing to the daily output* of the develop- 
ment, there is a decrease in production, 
which would be more noticeable if there 
were a shut down for a week in com- 
pleted work. 


With the continual addition of flush 
production, there will be no great change 
noticeable, but as soon as the drill be- 
comes more quiet, the much-looked-for 
slump will be noticeable. There are now 
800 Bartlesville-sand wells in the entire 
pool and this number should be increased 
to 1,000 in the next 90 days. The Mc-Man 
Oil Co., which formerly held the top place 
in production, has again reached the 
pinacle, jumping ahead of the Prairie Oil 
& Gas Co. The Mc-Man Oil Co. has in 
the neighborhood of 40,000 bbls. daily and 
should continue in first place. B. B. Jones 
has shown a decline in his production 
during the past two weeks, but the fact 
that he is one of the most active opera- 
tors, means that he will increase it within 
a short time. The Slick Oil Co. and C. B. 
Shaffer have had a noticeable increase 
during the past two weeks. Gunsburg & 
Forman have also increased their produc- 
tion by finishing some gushers in Section 
4-18-7. Other operators, with very few 





exceptions, are about holding their own 








and having a hard time in doing that. 

No new extensions have been added 
during the past few weeks and the pros- 
pects for additions are not of the best. 
The operators are looking for the devel- 
opment to branch off to the northeast, 
and the Monitor Oil & Gas Co.’s test in 
Section 33-19-7 should reach the Bartles- 
ville sand this week. It is one-half mile 
in advance of the northern extension. 
What it will prove remains to be seen, as 
the anticline ends at the township line of 
18-7 and but fair wells have been found 
north of that line and the same direction 
from production. Some are looking for 
an exceptionally large well, while others 
think that but a small well will repay the 
owners for their effort. The Hill Oil & 
Gas Co. has a large, block of acreage in 
the southeastern part of the southern 
pool, having developed but one-third of 
its holdings, but it does not all look pro- 
ductive, as a dry hole and three gas wells 
to the southeast make it look none too 
inviting in that direction. It has 12 wells 
drilling at present and a number of rigs 
built, but the tests are to the Layton 
sand and will not be drilled to the Bar- 
tlesville for the time being. The company 
is holding its acreage and will not de- 
velop to the lower stratum until a better 
market prevails. Within the next few 
months some active work can be looked 
for in the Layton sand by other com- 
panies, as some good showings were 
passed up in the mad rush for the more 
prolific Bartlesville stratum. 


In Advance of Developments. 


There is some important work being 
started in Township 19-7, in advance of 
the pool and north of the town of Oilton. 
The Prairie Oil & Gas Co. and the Mc- 
Man Oil Co. are each starting a test and 
they will be unusually interesting. The 
Prairie is now building a rig for its test 
in the northwest of the southwest of the 
southwest of Section 25-19-7. Aside from 
the Monitor test in Section 33, there is 
some other work by Gunsburg & Forman 
in this township. The important test of 
the Gypsy Oil Co. east of the old devel- 
opment in Section 1-17-7, in the south- 
east corner of the Chance farm, is past 
the 3,000-foot depth and is a possible dry 
hole. To the northeast of it, one-half 
mile, the Eastern Oil Co. drilled a duster 
during the early days of the Bartlesville 
excitement and it gives that locality a 
good testing In Section 12-17-7 the East- 
ern Oil Co. drilled a duster during the 
early days of the Bartlesville excitement 
and it gives that locality a good testing. 
In Section 12-17-7 the Eastern Oil Co.’s 
No. 1 Turnbow, one-half mile south. of 
the Gypsy test, was barren in the Layton 
and will be drilled to the Bartlesville. 
Outside of the work of the Hill Oil & Gas 
Co. there is not much doing in the south- 
ern portion and some of the leases are 
about drilled. In Section 16 the Only Oil 
Co. has nearly finished drilling on the 
prolific Tiger lease, while the Slick Oil 
Co. has but little to do on the Dacon 
lease. 

Concerning Water Troubles. 


Much comment is still being made on 
the water situation at Cushing, but dur- 
ing the last few days there has been no 
serious effects from this source. That 
the water is there in abundance has been 
proven, but much care is now being ex- 
ercised and the minute water is struck a 
packer is placed at that point and drilling 
discontinued. There are different opinions 
in regard to the source of the water. 
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Some state that it is in the bottom of the 
sand, while others declare that the 
Wheeler sand, which showed water, was 
not properly cased in some instances and 
has flooded the Bartlesville sand in its 
immediate vicinity. On the western side 
of the Cimarron River, where the Mc-Man 
Oil Co., the Twin State Oil Co., the Silu- 
rian Oil Co. and the Carter Oil Co. all 
had water, there has been a _ noticeable 
falling off in the output of the producers, 
although in some instances the water has 
been plugged off. The water trouble in 
this locality was caused by deep drilling. 
When a well shows water and is not 
properly taken care of, it is bound to 
show up in other wells in that locality, 
and this has been the result at Cushing. 

One operator reported that a well of his, 
which was making 3,000 bbls. a few days 
ago, suddenly Showed water and a few 
days later was making only 900 bbls. This 


was the first well on his lease that had 
shown the fluid and he was very much 
worried, but the well is now in much béet- 
ter shape and making 1,500 bbls. of oil 
daily. He attributes the showing of 
water in his well, which is shallow in 
comparison with the deep tests, to the 


fact that the well had an enormous gas 
pressure and that its suction caused the 
body of water to drift toward his lease. 
Since the well first showed water, the gas 
pressure has died out and the amount of 
water diminished and he states that he 
thinks that the water will disappear when 
the gas pressure becomes exhausted. 
Another Cushing Gusher. 

On Tuesday the deep pay furnished an- 
other big well, and whatever it is—the 
Bartlesville deep pay or the Tucker—it is 
doing more to maintain the production 
than the regular sand. The latest well is 
the Slick Oil Co.’s No. 2 Manuel farm; in 
the northwest corner of the southeast 
quarter of Section 17-18-7, and it is flow- 
ing 4,000 bbls. daily, being improved from 
500 bbls. in the shallower sand. The we'l 
is in the extreme northwestern corner of 
the farm and offsets the gusher just com- 
pleted by C. B. Shaffer on the Abraham. 

Leasers Are Busy. 


Although there has been a better feel- 
ing expressed among the producers in 
the Oklahoma field during the past few 
weeks, there has been no decided change 
in development work and there are very 
few tests being started that are of any 
significance as to location. There are, how- 
ever, 2 number of important experimental 
tests under way, but, so far, have devel- 
oped nothing of any great importance. 
Few wells are being completed outside of 
the Cushing pool, but with the Prairie 
taking a larger percentage of the oil, an 
increase in new work is probable. 

There are many prospective localities 
that will come in for their share of de- 
velopment as soon as operations revive 
and the leasers are active in all parts of 


Oklahoma where they have at least a 
chance of getting a well. Much acreage 
is being submitted to the various com- 


panies, but outside of a few of the larger 
concerns, there is not very much acreage 
changing hands. In advance of the Cush- 
ing pool to the north, and south of that 
development, is where the leasers have 
been busy and there is hardly a farm to 
be had in that vast area. Between Sa- 
pulpa and Cushing the same condition 
prevails and down towards Paden all the 
acreage has been leased. Bristow is get- 
ting some new work now and then, but 
the late completions have not warranted 
further operations, although some fair 
showings have been struck. Leasers are 
playing along geological lines and a local- 
ity that brings good reports, as far as 
anticlines are concerned, seldom fails to 
put a few coppers in the pocket of the 
farmer as bonuses. Southwest Oklahoma, 
while of an erratic nature, is coming in 
for its share of leasing and there are 
plans on foot to start numerous wildcat 
wells in a short time. The locality along 
the Red River, between Oklahoma and 
Kansas, looks favorable to a number of 
operators and they will invest some of 
their earnings in hopes of opening a new 
pool. 

There is a noticeable decline in Govern- 
ment leases bought during the past 
month, as Washington officials have failed 
to put their approval on acreage of this 
kind since the middle of last December 
and the operators do not feel like tying 
up their money in the banks with no 
definite time set for them to know what 
will be done with the acreage. Assign 
ments are being taken care of from the 
Washington office, but all Indian leases 
filed at Muskogee, since the first of the 
year, are still at that place, never being 
sent to Washington. 

Completions in Various Pools. 

Interest in the older pools is centered in 
no particular spot, although an occasional 


| Jackson allotment, Section 13-15-17, 





good well is unearthed which brings spe- 
cial attention to its locality. There has 
not been a great deal of work under way 
in the old developments and while there 
is some new work starting, it is not to be 
compared with that of a year ago. The 
Kellyville district in Creek County has a 
250-bbL. starter to offer for the week in 
Dr. Scott’s No. 3 Robert Fulson farm, 
Section 2-16-10. The well is 10 feet in the 
sand and may improve with a little deep- 
er drilling. Dr. Scott has been one of the 
lucky ones in this locality, where many 
dusters have been struck in trying to ex- 
tend the producing area. He is building 
a 55,000-bbl. tank to take care of his 
output. There are a number of other im- 
portant tests about due in this develop- 
ment. 

McIntosh County has been showing 
some fair wells of late and, while this 
locality has received a fairly good test- 
ing, there is not much to offer outside of 
Section 6-11-14. There have been numer- 
ous gas wells found in various parts of 
this country, which is well-dotted with 
failures. The latest completion of mag- 
nitude is Grundish et al. in No. 6 Kanard, 
good for 200 bbls. daily in the 1,760-foot 
formation. The well is in the middle of 
the south line of the northwest 40 acres 
of Section 6 and is one of the best wells 
completed. There is some development in 
this locality by other concerns and a fair- 
sized pool is looked for. ; 

Muskogee County has another duster to 
add to the bunch of failures in the Fern 
Mountain pool and it looks as if in the 
future there would be very little work 
done in the immediate vicinity. The iat- 
est duster is Robinson et al. in No. 2 
the 
total depth being 1,280 feet. Since the 
pioneer well was found in this develop- 
ment there has been three other produc- 
ers, three gas wells and 25 dry holes to 
show for the large amount of money ex- 
pended for leases and drilling. The im- 





The sand was struck from 3,132 to 3,142 
feet and the pay was hard. The well had 
very little showing when drilled in and 
for a while it looked as if it had been 
completed in a water sand. This is the 
Corsicana’s first venture in the Northern 
Oklahoma fields. The oil is in the Bar- 
tlesville formation, there being a good- 
sized dip in the sand in comparison with 
that found at Cushing. A dry hole has 
made its appearance in this neighborhood. 
It is the Oklahoma-Texas Co.’s No. 1, 
Section 5-19-6, and it is barren in the bot- 
tom of the Bartlesville pay struck at 3,355 
feet. It will be abandoned, as it does not 
look possible for a deeper pay. Another 
possible duster is the Alice Katherine Oil 
Co.’s No. 1 Hennig farm, same section, 
which is drilling at 3,140 feet and nothing 
doing. : 

Another important dry hole is in Paw- 
nee County, north of Jennings. Apple- 
man, Cohen et al.’s test in Section 4-20-6 
proved barren and was abandoned at 3,200 
feet. This test had several good indica- 
tions, but they failed to show in paying 
quantities. The Devonian Oil Co. is drill- 
ing in the same neighborhood—in Section 
7-20-6—and has a fishing job at 2,900 feet. 
In Section 21-20-7 the Republic Oil & 
Pipe Line Co. has completed setting the 
10-inch casing on the Reinhart farm. 
Progress has been slow on this test for 
various reasons, but good time is looked 
for from now on. Near Cushing the Min- 
nehma Oil Co. is idle at 3,085 feet in 
Section 35-18-5, where there is a reported 
showing of oil and gas. In Section 25- 
18-4 the New England Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 
1 is drilling close to 2,000 feet. There are 
a number of other tests in this locality. 

Bristow has been coming in for a good 
share of work since last summer, but the 
last six months have produced nothing to 
convince the operator that oil is there in 
paying quantities. Several fair gas wells 
have been struck, but outside of one 
small oil showing in Section 27-14-8, there 








A riverbed well in the Cimarron River, Northern Cushing field, during the recent 


high water. 


The boiler and tools are buried in the sand and 


the derrick has floated down the river. 


portant wildcat of the Zetloc Oil Co. in 
Section 30-13-19, near Keefeton, had con- 
siderable trouble at 1,350 feet and a new 
hole has been started. The leaser has 
paid some attention to this county and 
tests may be expected before many more 
months roll by. 

Okmulgee County has been rather fea- 
tureless during the past few months, 
since the Boock sand failed to show its 
regular quota of gushers. There is al- 
ways a little work under way in this sec- 
tion of the State and it generally proves 
interesting. Small wells have been the 
rule of late completions in the Bald Hill 
locality and nitro-glycerine has helped to 
but a small extent. The largest comple- 
tion for some time is the Beaver Oil & 
Gas Co.’s No. 7 Williams, Section 26-15- 
14, good for 200 bbls. Young et al. have 
but a 15-bbl. natural well in No. 1 N. 
Brown tract, Section 23-15-13, and Twit- 
chell & Myers’ No. 7, Section 1-14-14, was 
of the same caliber after shot with 60 
quarts. In Section 8-11-14 Smith & Swan 
got a 2,500,000-foot gasser in a second at- 
tempt on the Grayson farm. Mounds has 
a 20-bbl. well to show for the Oklahoma 
Natural Gas Co.’s No. 1 Lucy Pickett 
tract, Section 4-16-11. 


Important Wildcat Tests. 


Operations in virgin territory around 
the prolific Cushing pool continue in 2 
haphazard sort of manner and, to say the 
least, the results are far from encourag- 
ing. Some time back, it will be remem- 
bered, north of Yale the Alice Katherine 
Oil Co. completed a 200-bbl. well in Sec- 
tion 7-19-6 which was instrumental in 
starting a number of tests in the vicinity. 
The Corsicana Petroleum Co. is the latest 
to complete a well. It is in the same sec- 
tion as the pioneer well and is showing 
for 40 bbls. daily after a 15-quart shot. 





has been nothing stirring in the oil line. 
Cc. J. Wrightsman is the latest to draw 
a duster in that spotted area and has a 
dry hole at a depth of 2,600 feet in Sec- 
tion 30-14-8. Freeland et al. are idle at 
2,700 feet in Section 9-15-9 and it is not 
known whether or not a deeper test will 
be made. Frank Barnes has been trying 
to find oil for some time in this locality 
and recently finished a dry hole, but is 
making another attempt in Section 26- 
16-9 and is 800 feet on the Looney farm. 
Well Near Natura. 


Another important wildcat well was 
completed during the first of. the week 
and it is showing for a 350-bbl. well as it 
stands. It is Smith & Cline’s No. 1 in 
the middle of the north line of the south- 
east 40 acres of the southeast quarter of 
Section 25-15-13. The sand was struck at 
1,718 feet and the hole started to fill with 
fluid, and after drilling a few feet deeper 
it responded with the above output. It 
is in the Natura country, in Okmulgee 
County, and extends the pool a short dis- 
tance. There was some work done in 
this locality way back, but the holes were 
not deep enough. 

One completion is reported from the 
Healdton pool, which has been exception- 
ally quiet during the past five months. 
Crosbie et al. have finished No. 6 Roy 
Johnson farm, Section 5-4-3, with an ini- 
tial production of 250 bbls. These pro- 
ducers are selling oil to the Ardmore Re- 
fining Co., in which they are interested, 
delivering approximately 1,000 bbls. a day. 
Outside of- one or two other concerns, 
there are very few getting rid of any oil, 
although the Magnolia Pipe Line Co. has 
been running from earthen storage. 

Good wells continue to be reported in 
the Cole pool in Muskogee County, al- 
though the Harris and Boynton develop- 


a 





ments have not proven satisfactory of 
late. The Harris pool, which is the latest 
to be opened, is getting the setbacks 
which characterized the other two devel- 
opments nearby. The Dalsa Oil Co. has 
finished No. 2 Davis allotment, Section 
11-14-15, good for 300 bbls. at the start. 
This company is carrying on active work 
in Sections 10 and 11-14-15 and is getting 
some of the best wells found in the State 
outside of the Cushing pool. In the Boyn- 
ton pool, in Section 29-14-16, Cameron & 
Carr have a duster at 1,800 feet in No. 1 
S. Brown farm. This development, like 
the Booch sand near Okmulgee, has re- 
sulted in many a duster in a promising 
locality. In Section 18, same township, 
Morrison et al. have a duster on the 
Sugar farm at 1,800 feet. 

The important well of Oakes et al. near 
Vera, in Section 33-23-13, which came in 
a month ago with a large gas volume and 
an abundance of water, has shown a de- 
crease in the gas pressure and the water 
still has the upper hand. There is but 
little doubt that this well is in the has- 
been class, but the fact that it showed a 
large volume of gas, is interesting enough 
for other tests to be started by the Henry 
Oil & Gas Co. and Oakes et al. It is the 
general opinion that in this locality a 
good gas pool will be developed and that 
if the present well had been a little far- 
ther away from its location, that it would 
have been free of the fluid. Develop- 
ments in this locality will be interesting, 
as there is a good market for gas in that 
portion of the country. 

A mammoth gasser was developed near 
Lost City during the week, when Charles 
Page finished No. 1, Section 18-19-12, 
which showed an initial volume of 21,400,- 
000 cubic feet in the 1,800-foot formation. 
This is the largest gasser ever struck in 
that neighborhood. 


Field Notes. 


The Uncle Sam Oil Co. has purchased 
the 160-acre farm of David Holden, in 
the northwest of Section 22-18-7, from 
Cc. J. Wrightsman, the consideration not 
being made public. Two wells are pro- 
ducing, one from the Tucker and the 
other from the Layton sand. There is an 
abandoned hole in the northeast corner of 
the tract. 

A survey has been started for the pro- 
posed pipe line of Todd et al., from the 
Healdton pool to Gainesville, Tex., where 
a refinery will be built. 

The Magnolia Pipe Line Co. has started 
running fresh oil from the Healdton pool, 
completing all the earthen storage it con- 
tracted for. It was reported that the op- 
erators would refuse to sell their oil at 
30 cents, but, so far, all have been glad 
to get rid of their production. 

Healdton operators, who have had prac- 
tically no market for their oil during the 
past six months, are thinking seriously of 
getting out and hustling their own mar- 
ket and one contract for 7,000 bbls. a day 
has been closed. 

Tank-car shipments from Norfolk are 
now. showing a2 slump, as the Mc-Man Oil 
Co. has practically ceased shipping oil by 
rail, since the completion of its pipe line. 
The Katy has been handling on an aver- 
age of 2,000 cars monthly from: the Mc- 
Man tank farm for the Magnolia Petro- 
leum Co. ‘ 

The Milliken Refining Co. has started 
work on its tank farm near Skiatook and 
will build 25 steel tanks of the 55,000-bbl. 
size. The farm is near the line of the 
company which runs from Cushing to 
Vinita. 

Harry Oliver, of Muskogee, has pur- 
chased 40 acres in the southeast corner 
of the Commercial National Bank lease in 
Section 18-15-18 and will start a test at 
once. The acreage adjoins one well that 
was found in the freak Fern Mountain 
pool. 

Owing to the presence of surface gas in 


‘the Cushing oil district, along the line of 


the Oilton extension of the Santa Fe Rail- 
road, some apprehension is felt as to the 
safety of the men to be employed in the 
work. The construction of the extension 
may be delayed. 

-Work on the gas well of Apple & Frank- 
lin in the Healdton pool, in Section 15-4-3, 
has been stopped at 1,067 feet, where 
there is a 50,000,000-foot volume of gas 
daily. 

A natural-gas system has just been 
completed in the new oil town of Pemeta, 
between Oilton and Drumright, and the 
main street of the town is now illumi- 
nated with gas. Truman H. Dunn was in 
charge of the work and just completed 
three- miles of gas mains from nearby 
wells. 

Robert Watchorn, one of the largest 
producers in the Healdton pool, denies 
that he has sold any oil to the Pierce 
Fordyce Oil Association of Fort Worth, 
Tex., or to any other concern, 
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The National Mounted 
Drilling Machine 
A drilling machine that is rated to 1600 
feet and.will drill 1600 feet or deeper. 


It is heavy and strong, and has the same 
type of derrick as our National Portable 
Drilling Rig which has become so popular. 
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It is well balanced and the rear wheels 
will maintain their position on the ground 
under a 17,000 pound pull. 







The National Mounted Drilling Machine 
is easily transported and quickly rigged up. 


Write for illustrated booklet. 


We also sell: National Tube Co., Pipe, 
Casing, etc.; National Portable Drilling 
Rigs; National .Rotary Drilling Outfits; 
National Special Boilers; Brown Pulling 
Machines; Ajax Steam Engines; Superior 
Gas Engines; Roebling Wire Rope; 
Columbian Cables; Toledo Pipe Threading 
Tools. 
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The National Supply Company o: Kansas 








BRANCHES 


IN KANSAS—CHANUTE, CANEY, IN OKLAHOMA—TULSA, OKMULGEE, AVANT, BARTLESVILLE, IN TEXAS—BEAUMONT, HOUSTON, 
INDEPENDENCE, SEDAN, PAOLA CLEVELAND, DEWEY, CHELSEA, MORRIS, NOWATA, INOLA, SOUR LAKE, WICHITA FALLS, 
NEW WILSON, DELAWARE, CUSHING, PONCA CITY. ELECTRA, HUMBLE. 
IN LOUISIANA—SHREVEPORT, LEWIS, CRICHTON. IN WYOMING—CASPER. 


Headquarters, INDEPENDENCE, KANS. Southwestern office, HOUSTON, TEX. 














AJAX DRILLING ENGINES 


The original rigid reverse engine. 


When buying an engine, why not get one 
that is.a recognized leader? 


The Ajax has this reputation in every oil . 
field of the world. 


THE AJAX IRON WORKS 
CORRY, PA. 


THE NATIONAL SUPPLY CO. of Kansas, Exclusive Sales Agents 
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By H. W. WHITNEY. 














NEW WORK AT BURKBURNETT. 





WICHITA FALLS, Tex., May 17.—Since 


the completion of Clint Wood’s No. 1 on 
the Shuitz farm, which started off at the| 
rate of 110 bbls., there has been added ac- 
tivity in the Burkburnett end of the! 
Texas Panhandle field. This is due not | 
so much to the size of the well, which is 
not very great, but to the fact in this 
well an entirely new producing sand was| 
discovered. The well is on the A, J. 

Shultz farm, one-half mile west of the} 


Fred Thom farm pool. As 
of this completion, Mr. Shultz 
acres of land adjoining the tract on which 
the above well is located for a bonus of 


$4,000. Of this sum, $2,000 is paid in 
cash and $2,000 is to be paid from half of | 
the oil discovered. In case no oil is found 
on this 80-acre tract, the lease provides | 
that the last $2,000 shall be paid out of 


oil from an 
farm. The 
also provided 

There have 
interest in the 


adjoining lease on the same 
usual one-eighth royalty is 
for. 

been no developments of 
Strawn pool in Palo Pinto 


County since the discovery last week of a 
third-sand producer on the Stewart ranch 
by the Texas Pacific Coal Co. Work con- 


tinues active, however, and leasing is still 
being done extensively. There are 15 
wells drilling at the present time and 
some of these should be completed or| 


a direct result | 
leased 80) 


| produced in that section is of high grav- 
| ity, equally as good as that found in the 

Electra deep-sand territory in Wichita 
‘County. Cyrus Edwards, a well-known 
California oil man, has just recently re- 
| turned from that section and reports that 
the chances for a good oil and gas pool 
near Brady are excellent. Last February, 
|Mr. Edwards came into Texas from Iilli- 
| nois to examine lands in McCullough 
|County, intending thereafter to go to 
|Corpus Christi, 
Dallas from McCullough County found a 
letter from Lee Coffman urging him to 
come into Knox County and help him re- 
vive his oil enterprises. After consider- 
able persuasion landowners, whose leases 
|had been forfeited, leased to the Coff- 
mans about 5,000 acres around the Goree 
well which had been drilled by the Goree 
Oil Co. to a depth of 1,060 feet and prac- 
tically abandoned. It seems that the 
whole proposition was financially and 
legally embarrassed. Certain pressing 
debts and labor liens were settled and the 
drilling tools and derrick were bought by 
W. F. Snody, who has obtained a charter 
from the State for the Resurrection Oil 
Co. This company intends to either com- 
plete the well with local capital or nego- 
| tiate with California oil men for the com- 

pletion of same to a depth of 2,500 feet. 
| Oil geologists claim the well is located on 
a favorable dome and drillers who have 








AVIS-WOOD REFINERY 


AT AVIS, TEX 


TANT WILDCAT IS BEING DRILLED BY 


proven dusters within the 
Santo, which is 20 miles north and a little 
east of Strawn, is receiving some atten- 
tion at the present writing and consider- 


next few days. 


able acreage is being leased. It is re- 
ported that local capitalists have made a 
contract for drilling a test in the near 


future. Work on the Corn well, 
being drilled by Fuller & Jones, 
interrupted by a bad fishing job. The bit 
got stuck in the hole at a depth of 450 
feet and it was necessary to sidetrack it. 
Another small bit being used to drill 
the well deeper. Gas has been found in 
small quantities on the Dalton ranch, five 
miles north of Palo Pinto, in a well owned 


which is 
has been 


is 


by Robert Jordan. This gas was struck 
at 1,787 feet and was strong enough to 
break through 500 feet of water. The 


Canyon Oil Co. is drilling at 900 feet on 
the Robinson farm and Garrett et al. are 
making progress at 850 feet on the Christ- 
mas farm. The Canfield Oil Co. is rigging 
up for another test near the town 
Eastland and Lantz et al. are drilling at 
150 feet on the Robinson farm, 
The Slim Jim Oil & Gas Co. 
ahead at 950 feet on the 


the town of Grayford and A. C. Varner is 


building a derrick on the west side of the 
Belding acreage. The Southwestern Oil 
& Gas Co: is moving in material for a rig 
on the old Set ranch, 24 miles northwest 


of Strawn. Ed. Morgan has shipped a 
standard outfit from the Electra pool and 
expects to start drilling soon on 
leases near Mineral Wells. Last Tuesday, 
Contractor Jones, for the 
Coal Co., completed No. 2 on the 
Survey which pumped 35 bbls. from a 
sand struck at 835 feet. 
With the Wildcatter. 


The operators are not only watching | 
the new developments in the Strawn 
shallow-sand district, but are keeping 


close tap on all other wildcat tests which 
are starting and under way in the Pan- 
handle country. Considerable interest is 
centered in a number of counties adja- 


cent to Wichita and some extensive leas- | 


ing has been done of late in McCullough 
County, where the indications are most 
promising. There have been several small 
pumpers drilled near the town of Brady, 
along the Colorado River, in McCullough 
County, but the development was so far 
from the railroads that it was unprofit- 
able to carry on active work. The oil 


of | 
Section 74. | 
is drilling | 
Lee ranch near} 


some | 


Texas Pacific | 
State 


AS. 
B. F. 


NEAR THIS + oO AN IMPOR- 
ROBBINS ET A 


worked on the well say that the formation 
at approximately 1,060 feet resembles the 
formation above oil sand in the Electra 
pool, 

Geologists and surveyors are now mak- 
ing extensive surveys near Coleman, in 
Coleman County. The Babbington well, 
which recently came in producing oil of 
such high gravity as to attract universal 
attention, but which was shut down on 
account of the small showing, is now at- 
tracting attention from the fact that, ac- 
cording to reports, a perforated pipe has 
been inserted in the well and oil is drawn 
from a shallow sand. Robertson & Son 
are drilling at 700 feet in a test on the 
Overhall ranch, some 1,500 feet west of 
the Babbington No. 1. The drilling to 
date has progressed rapidly owing to the 
soft formations encountered. 

A showing of oil has been struck in the 
well near the town of Denton, in Denton 
County, by Tippett & Darnell on the Fritz 
farm. This report has caused consider- 
able stock activity in the companies op- 
erating near Denton. 

In Limestone County, near the town of 
Mexia, the Mexia Oil & Gas Co. is now 
tearing down the derrick on the Mary 
Focke No. 1, since its completion, and 
moving it to the Kimball lease. This is 
done for the purpose of cleaning out No. 
1 Kimball. A well considerably in advance 
of the Mexia gas field has been drilled in 


by T. F. Smith et al. on the Webster 
lease; four miles from the nearest pro- 
|}ducer. It is reported that the well will 


make 5,000,000 cubic feet. Believing that 
this section contains oil as well as gas in 
commercial quantities, the Texas Oil & 
Gas Co. is planning to drill a test on some 
|}acreage two miles west of Mexia. The 
Peoples Oil & Gas Co. has almost com- 
pleted its gas line into Mexia and is now 
trenching and laying pipe in the outskirts 
of the city. The Mexia Oil & Gas Co. has 
retained E. J. Anderson, formerly of 
Moncton, New Brunswick, as field man- 
ager. 

In Childress County the Consolidated 
|Oil Co. is underreaming at 1,650 feet on 
the Copper well, near the town of Chil- 
dress. The total depth of the hole is 
1,862 feet. 

In Hardeman County, W. A. Boyle et 
al., of Chicago, are drilling at 1,450 feet 
on the Norton ranch, © 

In Tom Green County the San Angelo 


but upon returning to. 





Oil & Gas Co. is still fishing at 1,950 feet 
on the Harris ranch and the Door Key Oil 
& Gas Co. is shut down at 600 feet on the 
Jones ranch and A. S, Culp’s No. 1 Clegg 
is still a rig. 

In Concho County, Shultz & Savage are 
cleaning out at 1,550 feet on the Shultz 
farm near the town of Millers View. 

In Brown County the Neodesha Oil & 
Gas Co. is fishing for a bit at 1,150 feet 
on the Wilkerson farm. 

In Runnels County the Talpa Oil Co. is 
shut down at 400 feet on the Brookshire 
farm. 

In Throckmorton County the Swenson 
Land Co. is drilling at 1,750 feet with a 
rotary outfit on some fee stuff and the 
Producers Oil Co. is drilling ahead at 
3,100 feet on the Mathews No. 3. 

In Stephens County, L. C. Hivick is 
drilling at 500 feet on the Brantton ranch. 

Operations continue in the Moran pool 
in Shackelford County, where the Pro- 
ducers Oil Co. is doing some extensive 


wildcatting. This company is at present | 
|/turned from the Strawn section. 


drilling five wells in this section and it is 
expected that several more will soon be 
started. No. 1 Dodson is drilling at 1,850 
feet and No. 1 on the Formby-Tarrent 
tract is underreaming at 2,000 feet. No. 1 
Griffith is down 2,225 feet and No. 1 Giles 
is close to 800 feet deep and drilling. No. 
4 on the S. & W. G. Webb is shut down 
at 1,930 feet. F, B. Ufer, of Tulsa, Okla., 
has lately acquired a block of about 2,000 
acres southwest of Moran. The Ufer 
leases adjoin those of Max Elser on the 
east. 
Wichita County Operations. 


Interest is increasing in the Burkbur- 
nett pool in Wichita County since the re- 
cent completion of Clint Wood’s No. 1 on 
the A. J. Shultz farm, which maintains a 
steady production of 110 bbls. The oil is 
produced from what is called a stray sand 
and showing that there is another pro- 
ducing formation to draw from. The new 
find has stirred up the operators to a high 
pitch and there no doubt will be quite a 
stir in the western part of the pool when 
better weather conditions are assured. 
There are now three wells drilling in the 
immediate vicinity of the Shultz producer 


|which there will be no let-up 
|big plant has been completed and ready 





feet on No. 85; No. 86 is still a rig, as is 
No. 9 on the Tate Waggoner farm. 
Personal Mention. 

Howard Robeson, a well-known con- 
tractor in the North Texas field, has re- 
cently returned from the Williamson 
County pool, where he holds some leases. 

L. C. Heydrick has returned to Wichita 
Falls after a long absence in the Thrall 
pool in Williamson County. 

A. C. Varner, of Mineral Wells, Tex., 
spent a few days in Electra, Tex., looking 
aftér his oil interests in that section. 

Ed. Morgan, at present located at Min- 
eral Wells, Tex., spent a few days in 
town with his numerous friends. Mr. 
Morgan recently shipped a drilling outfit 
from the Electra pool to Strawn, where 
he intends to do some drilling. 

J. C. Titus, of Wichita, Kan., was a 
Wichita Falls visitor the past week. Mr. 
Titus is drilling an important wildcat test 
in the Strawn pool. . 

R. S. Artley, the congenial manager of 
the Continental Supply Co., with head- 
quarters at Wichita Falls, has just re- 


REFINERY AT GAINESVILLE, TEXAS. 





Gainesville (Tex.) Register: The in- 
itiative work to build the big oil refining 
plant, just north of Gainesville, started 
today and there will be something worth 
while going on in that connection from 
now hence, with a daily increasing mo- 
mentum. 

George A. Todd, of Ponca City, Okla., 
representing the refining company, of 
which concern he is one of the chief offi- 
cials, is here in charge of the work, to 
until the 


to perform its intended functions. 

Mr. Todd is having an office building put 
up on the grounds now and will build a 
fence around the 80-acre site at once. 
Work on the various other features of 
the big plant will be in vogue soon and 
there will be employment for many hands, 
including the Sons of Rest, if they can 
make good on the job. 

Civil Engineer Ashbaugh, of the, Santa 





Fe Railway Co., is here now, engaged in 














PORTION OF THE PLANT OF THE WICHITA — REFINING COMPANY 
AT IOWA PARK, TEXA 


and five rigs are under construction. Clint 
Woods has built a second derrick on the 
Shultz farm, 850 feet south of No. 1, and 
is hauling in material for another test 
500 feet west of No. 1. Walter Cline has 
started building a rig on the Pratt farm 
and it is expected that he will start work 
at once. The Producers Oil Co. is rigging 
up on the Hiserman farm, which will be 
an offset tc the west of the Shultz well, 
and Johnson & Jameson are making prog- 
ress at 1,600 feet on their portion of the 
Shultz farm. The Corsicana Petroleum 
Co. is building standard derricks at Nos. 
4 Martin and 3 Scharnee and expects to 
complete the two wells within a few days. 

The Electra pool is still producing close 
to 16,000 bbls. per day, but the time is 
not far distant when a decrease is ex- 
pected. No completions were reported 
for the past week, as only one well was 
successful in reaching the top of the sand. 
It was the Corsicana Petroleum Co.’s 
No. 3 on the Francis Summer tract, which 
is testing an oil sand at 1,030 feet. The 
Chapman Oil Co. still remains idle on the 
A. A. Honaker farm. The Producers Oil 
Co. is drilling at 1,300 feet on Waggoner 
No. 84 and is making progress at 1,250 





laying out sidetrack sites on the plant 
grounds, which tracks will be used in 
handling the large freight output of the 
plant when it gets to going. 

The site of the refining plant is im- 
mediately west of the Santa Fe main line 
and about two and one-half miles north 
of the courthouse in this city. The land 
is a part of the H. E. Allen farm, known 
formerly as the Senator Bailey place, and 
the plant site is east of Mr. Allen’s resi- 
dence. 


MISTAKE AS TO THE LOCATION 
OF OIL RESERVE IN WYOMING. 





WASHINGTON, May 15—President Wil- 
son today ordered the creation of a naval 
petroleum reserve, to be known as No. 3, 
comprising 9,481 acres in Natrona County, 
Wyoming. 





Commenting on the above, the Casper 
(Wyo.) Press’ says: “The statement 
given out in dispatches a few days ago 
that the reserve would comprise the Tea- 
pot Dome appears to be erroneous, though 
it is impossible to give the exact bound- 
aries at present.” 
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"OILWELL" HERCULES RODS 


ESTD 1862 . 











The Rod without a weld; without malleable parts; without a fault. 


The Hercules Rod is made from a solid bar or rod of special steel. 


f Registered ] 





IN} 


Hercules Rod with Standard Joint 


Everything for Oil Wells Pt. et bi ages Dia 
BOILERS 


Hercules Rod with Pin on Each End Connected with Heavy 
ENGINES Forged Steel Coupling for Heavy Duty as 


PUMPS Used in California 


PUMPING POWERS ee bie ‘ 
DRILLING TOOLS e price is the same as aske - ion rods. 


PIPE, TUBING, CASING A large producer writes us: ‘‘We have been using them since March, 
VALVES and FITTINGS 1913, and would not use any other; never had one break, unscrew or strip.”’ 








Stocks kept at all branch stores. Ask for the Hercules Rod. 


Main Offices: European Office: 


213-215 Water Street, oO j L W e a a Ss U P P a Y Cc Oo 7 Dashwood sp oad — Street, 


PITTSBURGH, U. S. A. 






































“Republic” 


LINE, DRIVE and DRILL PIPE 
TUBING and CASING 


Full Standard Weight Steam, Gas and 
Water Pipe—Black and Galvanized. 
Extra Strong and Double Extra Strong 


Republic Iron and Steel Co. 


General Offices, Republic Building 
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 


Sales Offices: 


BIRMINGHAM CHICAGO CLEVELAND DALLAS PITTSBURGH SAN FRANCISCO 
BUFFALO | CINCINNATI DETROIT NEW YORK PHILADELPHIA ST. LOUIS 
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OPERATIONS 














DEVELOPMENTS AT THRALL. 








TAYLOR, Tex., May 15.—The producing 
area of the Thrall field remains prac- 
tically as it was a week ago, although 
interesting tests are under way north of | 
the tracks of the International & Great 
Northern Railroad Co. by the Peach Or- 
chard Oil Co. and the Big Four Oil Co. 
If these succeed in getting the pay, the 
field will extend about two miles north 
and south. The Peach Orchard Oil Co. 
has set 6-inch and is drilling ahead at 
800 feet. The test of the Big Four Oil 
Co. is an offset and is drilling at about 
the same depth. 


The bulk of the work under way is on 
the Diebel 100 acres, located 4,000 feet 
north from the first well, which has been 
cut up into 5, 10 and 20-acre tracts by its 
owner, a nephew of Fritz Fuchs, who 
owns the land on which the original well 
is located. Thus far he has received in 
the neighborhood of $10,200 in bonuses. 
He paid $115 an acre for the land three 
years ago. Diebel is-a shrewd trader, as 
is evidenced by the royalties which he 
exacts and gets. He has a graduated 
seale of one-eighth on small wells; one- 
sixth on wells of over 50 bblis., and one- 
fourth on wells over this amount. The 
Thrall Independent Oil Co. got the first 
producer on the Diebel, having 10 acres 
in the southwest corner. The well started 
flowing 800 bbls. a day from 890 feet. The 
company has drilled three more since 
that time. The Caldwell Oil Co. has 10 
acres west of the Thrall Independent 
company stuff, with three producers, and 
the Moran Oil Co. two wells on a 10-acre 
lease. 

The two best completions during the 
week are those of the Corsicana Petro- 
leum Co.'s No. 4 H. A. Stiles, which start- 
ed flowing 2,000 bbls. a day, and the 
Thrall Independent Oil Co.’s No. 4 Diebel, 
making 1,200 bbls. The former offsets 
the latter’s first well. 

The Temple-Thrall Oil Co. has set cas- 
ing in No. 1 J. O. Stiles, northeast of the 
Diebel, at 826 feet and is drilling ahead. 


The Taylor Independent Oil Co. has| 
started No. 1 on acreage north of the} 
Diebel and is drilling at 495 feet. The 


Cap Rock Oil Co.’s No. 1 Horn is being 
bailed at 600 feet with eight joints of per- 
forated pipe set in the hole. The location 
is west of Thrall. The Temple-Taylor has 
a good showing in No. 1 with 22 feet of 
cap rock at 865 feet. 

The J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co.’s No. 1 
Stiles, north of the Diebel, is drilling in| 
shale at 1,785 feet. This is the deep test 
which this company proposes to make, 
mention of which was made in a previous 
issue of The Journal. The same company 
has set casing in its No. 6 Stauffer at 850 
feet. The Stauffer is south of the first 
well and the Guffey company has already 
four dry holes on it. The Diamond Oil 
Co. has a rig offsetting the test of the 
Taylor-Temple company. The Diamond 
company is 2 recent organization and has 
secured a piece of the Diebel 100 acres. 
The Moran Oil Co. is rigging up to start 
its No. 3 Diebel, offsetting the Taylor- 
Temple on the east. The Jacksonville- 
Thrail Oil Co. is starting in what is 





known as the Sheldon oil addition to 





Thrall. R. T. Barlow, trustee, has aban- 
doned his test on the William Fuchs 120 
acres, one and one-half miles southwest 
from. the distovery well. He quit in chalk. 
The Merchant Oil Co. is drilling with a 
standard rig at 600 feet on the Stuffer, 
east of the Guffey company’s No. 6. The 
company purchased the lease of Wrights- 
man & Foster on 60 acres of the Stauffer 
tract, joining the Fritz Fuchs land south- 
east of the first wells. The S. W. Lips- 
comb Oil Co. is drilling on the Wight & 
Bennett lease west of the Diebel 100 
acres, and the Big Value Oil Co. has a 
derrick up on its lease in this tract. Os- 
burn et al. have a derrick on the Carlson 
tract, five miles southwest of the Winn 
test on the Simmons farm. 

White & Sinclair, of Tulsa, who got 
into the game early and secured acreage 
on the Mary E. Stiles farm, but never 
started development work, evidently do 
not look with favor on the Thrall field, as 
they have sold 50 acres to Amyx & 
Coates, of Taylor. The consideration is 
not known. The purchasers will cut it up 
into 5 and 10-acre blocks and expect to 
organize companies to operate on these 
blocks. 

There is a marked lull in trading in the 
shares of the various companies recently 
organized here and at Thrall, and, as a 
consequence, business is dull on the Tay- 
lor Oil & Stock Exchange. Shares in 
some of the companies are being offered 
for second-hand automobiles, lumber and 
even household articles. 


But few of the Oklahoma and Eastern 
operators, who were attracted to Taylor 
two months ago, are still here, and those 
that remain are not making any special 
effort to get into the game. They feel 
that the producing area has been defined 
and are averse to paying a big bonus and 
heavy royalties on 5 and 10-acre blocks 
close in. It is predicted that close drill- 
ing will soon exhaust the pool, the late 
wells going off more quickly than did 
those brought in two months ago. The 
pay encountered on the Diebel looks more 
like an oil sand and is thicker than that 
found on the Fuchs land to the south, 
where the first wells were discovered. 


Austin people are becoming interested 
in the Thrall pool and have taken up 
leases east and northeast of the group of 
wells in the peach orchard. They have 
organized the High Grade Oil Co., Ken- 
dall Oil Co., Austin Oil Co. and Universal 
Oil Co. The Austin Oil Co. has started 
drilling two miles northeast of Thrall and 
the other companies expect to start work 
next week. 

The Home Independent Co., of Thrall, 
has been organized with a capital stock 
of $24,000 to drill on a strip between the 
leases of the Thrall Independent Oil Co., 
the Taylor Oil & Gas Co. and that of the 
Corsicana Petroleum Co. 

Nothing of importance has thus far de- 
veloped among the tests drilling in the 
vicinity of Elgin, Bastrop County, south- 
east of Taylor. Six wells are drilling in 
that section, as follows: Lexington Oil 
Co. on the Wright farm; Bright Petro- 
leum Co. on the Smith; Mayflower Oil Co. 
on the Campbell; J. H. Bright on the 
Bahn; Yeager Oil & Gas Co. on the 
Owens, and the Capitol Oil Co. on the 


Martin. These tests range from 450 to 
1,100 feet. The Coupland Oil Co. has a rig 
going at Coupland, midway between Tay- 
lor and Elgin, and another company is be- 
ing organized there to make a_ second 
hole. J. P. Lightfoot, of Austin, former 
Attorney General of the State, and asso- 
ciates are rigging up to make a test six 
miles south of Elgin. 

The daily average output of the Thrall 
field is estimated at 6,750 bbls. from 36 
producing wells, as follows: Pure Oil 
Co.’s No, 1 Fuchs, 800 bbls.; No. 2 Fuchs, 
200 bbls.; No. 3, 200 bbls. The First 
Thrall Oil Co. has nine wells from which 
it is getting 750 bbls. a day; its Nos. 3, 4 
and 5 are pumpers. The Taylor Oil & 
Gas Co. has four producers on the Stiles 
—No. 1 doing 100 bbls. a day; No. 2, 100 
bbis.; No. 4, 1,200 bbls., with Nos. 4 and 6 
not completed. The Thrall Independent 
Oil Co. on the Diebel is getting 250 bbls. 
from No. 1 and the same amount from its 
No. 2; Nos. 3 and 4 are pumpers. The 
Caldwell Oil Co. has five completed wells, 
two of which are flowing and three pump- 
ers. No. 1 Diebel is flowing 250 bbls. a 
day and No. 2 the same. The Moran Oil 
Co. has one completion on the Diebel, 
which is now flowing 100 bbls. a day. 
Bowers & Witherspoon are getting 1,000 
bbls. daily from their six wells on the 
Fuchs. Four of these wells are being 
blown. The Corsicana Petroleum Co. has 
five completed wells on its Stiles lease— 
No. 1 is making 25 bbls. a day; No. 2, 50 
bbls.; No. 3, 300 bbls.; No. 4, 250 bbls., 
and No. 5, 400 bblis. The following wells 
have been abandoned since the previous 
report on this pool: W. H. Stark’s No. 1 
Timmerman at 1,120 feet; J. M. Guffey 
Petroleum Co.’s No. 2 Stauffer at 1,090 
feet, and No, 3 Stauffer at 1,000 feet; the 
Lee Oil Co.’s No. 1 Diebel; Murphy et 
al.’s No. 1 Duesck at 1,350 feet; Hindman 
et al.’s No, 1 William Fuchs at 1,245 feet; 
Evans & Schultz’ No. 1 Evans at 1,240 
feet; Dr. Sessions’ No. 1 Hamilton at 1,290 
feet, and Huff et al.’s No. 1 Brockmeier at 
1,320 feet. 

In the Older Pools. 

The Humble field is the one bright spot 
in the coastal pools at this time, both on 
account of its productivity and_ the 
amount of work that is under way and 
contemplated. The field is now producing 
a daily average of 23,500 bbls., with over 
2,000,000 bbls. in steel and earthen stor- 
age, held by The Texas Co. and The Sun 
Co. The Texas Co. is storing about 
1,750,000 bbls. in its new earthen tanks. 
The Farmers Petroleum Co. is running 
its production through its new pipe line 
from the field to its own tank farm at 
East Houston, where it has three 55,000- 
bbl. steel tanks and another of the same 
capacity under construction. 

The Farmers Petroleum Co. brought in 
its No. 5, Block 2, Stevenson and it be- 
gan flowing 7,000 bbls. a day from 3,140 
feet. This is the well that was completed 
about two months ago, but not brought in 
on account of the big wells already flow- 
ing on this tract belonging to the com- 
pany and the Producers Oil Co. It blew 
fine sand with the oil and soon “sanded 
up” and stopped flowing. The hole was 
cleaned out and the well resumed and is 
now doing 3,000 bbls. and gradually in- 
creasing its output. The Humble Oil Co. 
has a 2,000-bbl. producer on Block 44 of 
the narrow strip between the Stevenson 
and the Landslide at 2,980 feet. The 
King Oil Co. has a dry hole in its No. 1 
Staughter at 1,050 feet in the shallow- 
sand territory, as have Abercrombie et al. 
in their No. 2 Burt one acre, which was 
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tested at 1,120 feet. This is also in the 
shallow district. Horn & Clay have a 40- 
bbl. well in No. 9 Wren at 1,170 feet. The 
King Oil Co. has abandoned its duster 
and the Humble Oil Co. has pulled its 
No. 3 Parker, an old hole. Decker & Pad- 
dock have removed the derrick which 
they had standing for their No. 6 Denman 
in the old section of the pool and will not 
drill it. The Butler Oil Co. is preparing 
to drill on the Perryman fee piece, located 
ncerth from Humble and about one and 
one-half miles in the same direction from 
the O’Neil test on the Bender. The lat- 
ter is drilling at 2,250 feet. The J. M. 
Guffey Petroleum Co. has a derrick up 
for No. 2 Charles, known as the Morris 
tract, south of the Stevenson. It is re- 
ported the Corsicana Pétroleum Co. has 
taken a part of this tract, but will not 
start drilling for some time. The test of 
the Rotary Oil Co.—No. 1 Wright—east of 
the Charles, is still shut down at 3,200 
feet. The Corsicana Petroleum Co. is still 
fishing for the small bit stuck in the hole 
that the company is drilling jointly with 
Burt & Griffith on the Howell, five miles 
southwest of the town. The hole is down 
to 2,765 feet. Houston parties have made 
a location near Splendora, north of Hum- 
ble and will start operations next week. 
The King Oil Co. has a rig up for No. 2 
Staughter, and Abercrombie et al. are 
starting No. 3 Burt one acre. Esperson 
is offsetting the recent completion of 
Lovejoy et al. on the Hirsch and is drill- 
ing on the north side of the road at 700 
feet. The Lovejoy well is something of 
a surprise to the talent on account of its 
location in a part of the old field that has 
been drilled over with indifferent results. 
The well is putting out 300 bbls. a day 
from 1,100 feet. The Sun Co. has not 
started drilling its No. 9 River, for which 
a rig has been up for some time. The 
Producers Oil Co. is still shut down with 
its No. 190 Herman, No. 3 House, Nos. 
179 and 180 Landslide. The company is 
drilling No. 174 Mason and No. 16 Carroll 
Oil & Gas Co. lease. The test of the 
Reveille Oil Co, on the Kennedy is drilling 
ahead at 2,985 feet and Blaffer & Farish 
are preparing to test the hole they are 
making with the J..M. Guffey Petroleum 
Co. on the south end of the Bender tract 
at about the same depth. It does not 
look very encouraging. It is the fourth 
test made east of the Stevenson since the 
big wells developed on that tract and 
seems to condemn that direction. The 
Sun Co. finished a dry hole on the Mar- 
shall, which joins the Stevenson on the 
east. and Blaffer & Farish’s No. 1 Bender, 
east of The Sun Co.’s duster, was also 
dry. Another test was made on the Mar- 
shall south of The Sun Co.’s well and it 
was dry. All were deep holes. The 
Humble-Dayton Oil Co., five miles east of 
Humble, is drilling ahead below 1,000 feet. 
The Peoples Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 1 Gowdy, 
east of the Bender, is still a derrick. The 
Guffey company has closed with the Ben- 
der Bros. for a lease on 2,000 acres out of 
the Adams Survey for $30,000, paying 
$15,000 cash and the balance out of the 
first oil produced. The lease carrier one- 
eighth royalty. 
Fountain Bros.’ No. 1 Richardson, at 
is a fresh-water well, while 
Peggie Bros. have a 10-bbl. producer in 
their No. 2 Hooks at 1,375 feet. The 
Cree-le-ho Oil Co. has pulled No. 1 Teel, 
and the Traders Oil, Co. No. 1 Kirby. 
Both these were dry holes, the latter 
completed at 1,700 feet. The daily aver- 
age production of the field continues 
around 2,366 bbls. from 301 wells. The 
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Service Counts 


That is what we give in 


VACUUM PUMP and GAS COMPRESSOR. Built 
with 14, 16, 18 and 20-inch cylinders. We also build 
a Tandem Vacuum and Gas Pump to attach to steam 
engine. They are not so expensive either. 


Beaumont Iron Works Co. 


Beaumont, 


our BELT DRIVEN 


Write us. 
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Lucey Manufacturing Corporation 


Successors to J. F. LUCEY COMPANY 





OIL, GAS and WATER WELL SUPPLIES 


NEW -YORK PITTSBURGH LOS ANGELES 
HOUSTON LONDON EVERY OIL FIELD IN THE WORLD TAMPICO PLOESTI 




















Large Storage Tanks, Car Tanks, 
Oil Refinery Work 


We Carry in Stock 55,000, 37,500 and 35,000-Barrel Tanks and Can Make Immediate Shipment 








CYLINDER STORAGE 
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The BARTLESVILLE NATIONAL BANK 


OF BARTLESVILLE, OKLA. 
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the oil man’s requirements. 
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Sun Co.’s No. 110 Petty is drilling at 1,150 
feet and the J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co.’s 
No. 27 Hopkins at 945 feet. Paul Neigh- 
bors’ No. 1 Hope is drilling at 1,160 feet. 

In the old Spindletop pool the deep test 
of the J. M, Guffey Petroleum Co. is down 
4,600 feet. It is the company’s No. 179 
Gladys. The Stella Oil Co. has abandoned 
its No. 11, Block 38, and has a 10-bbl. well 
in its No. 10 on this block, finished at 900 
feet. 


No. 5 Carpenter is down to 1,980 feet. 
The McNamara Oil Co. has three wells 


at depths ranging from 2,850 to 3,085 feet. 
The Lee Oil Co.’s No. 1 Rogers is shut 
down at 3,155 feet and the Lake Graham 
Oil Co.’s No. 3 Bashara at 2,890 feet. The 
Alma Oil Co. got two small wells on its 
Roberts lease—-No. 1 is good for 30 bbls 
at 780 feet and No. 2 was completed at 
900 feet and is pumping 10 bbls. a day. 





temporarily shut down on the Gray lease | 


|the coastal fields in the interests of his|men at Cincinnati, O. 

| company. Ralph F. Griffiths, of Pittsburgh, Pa., is 
George Woodward, of Tulsa, was the here looking over the Southern fields. 
|guest of Houston friends during the week. The Eureka Paving Co., of which Har- 
| M. E. Greaves, mechanical engineer of vey J. Cullinan is the directing genius, 
{the Oil Well Supply Co., with headquar-' has secured two of the largest paving 
ters at Pittsburgh, Pa., has been demon-|contracts let in the South for several 
strating a new pump the company has| years, at Houston and San Antonio. Oil 
|placed on the market. Mr. Greaves was|men have a special interest in these con- 
jaccompanied to Shreveport, Beaumont! tracts for the reason that the material is 
‘and Houston by J. D. Lemmex, district; made from low-grade oil, which is giving 


Markham and Goose Creek. Wildcat Wells. 

Twenty-five wells are producing in the| The Morrical Oil Co, has taken over the 
Markham field with a daily average of 325|test of the Newton Oil Co. four miles 
bbls. The Texas Co. has 15,000 bbls. in| north of Lake Charles, La., and will drill 
storage in this field. Two rigs are now|it to 3,000 feet. The Newton Oil Co. 


running, while a number have been shut | Stopped work at 2,000 feet. The Perry Oil | 
Oi]|Co. has been organized at Lake Charles | 


down for months. The Producers : seg 4 
Co.’s No, 1 Meyers is drilling in hard rock | With a capitalization of $15,000, to operate 


at 2,620 feet and making slow progress on |0M @ lease in the Edgerly field secured by | 
account of the formation. The Ten Strike|J- L. Perry and W. B. Smith. Lynn Gil- 


Oil Co. has started drilling No. 2 Clem|bert et al., of Beaumont, have a derrick 
12 acres. Neil Esperson’s No. 1 Northern|¥UP at Fannett, southwest from Beaumont, 
Irrigation is still shut down at 3,285 feet,|@nd_ expect to start drilling during the 
and the Swatiski Oil Co.’s No. 1 Smith at|WeeK. The Corsicana Petroleum Co. has 
1,225 feet. The Clem Oil Co.’s No. 8|Set and cemented 1,200 feet of 8%-inch 
Myers is down to 1,825 feet and work|¢@sing in its test on the Odem tract near 
suspended, and the Cherry Oil Co.’s No, 9| Sinton, San Patricio County, Tex., and is 
Drow is suspended at 1,460 feet. The|now drilling ahead at 1,345 feet. The 
Prairie Oil Co.’s No. 11 Smith is shut J M. Guffey Petroleum Co.’s No. 1 White 
down at 1,295 feet, and the Coast Oil Co.’s| Point is temporarily shut down at 2,185 
No. 1 Smith at about the same depth. |feet and has resumed drilling its No. 2 on 
The J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co. has hung |Submerged lands at 1,100 feet. The Sun 
up the tools in its No. 1 Gray at 2,735|Co. has resumed drilling its No. 1 Odem 
feet. |in the Corpus Christi district and is down 
At Goose Creek the Central Oil Co. has| below 500 feet, and the Guffey-Gillespie 
abandoned No. 1 Dannebaum at 1,910 feet | No. 1 on the King ranch is around 3,000 
on account of the salt water. This hole|feet. Allison et al., operating as the 
was started by the Southern Petroleum | Gladys Oil Co., on the Turner ranch, are 
Co. and taken over by the first-named |4rilling at 1,550 feet, and the Nueces Oil 
company. The C. L. Smith Oil Co. has|Co.’s No. 2 Nueces at 1,345 feet. The El 
temporarily abandoned No. 14 Sweet, get-|Campo Oil Co. (Cherry et al.) near El 
ting salt water at 1,875 feet, and has 
made a location for another well 50 feet 
south of its No, 12 Sweet. The State 
Land Oil Co.’s No. 1 Demarritt is drilling 
in rock at 1,375 feet, and the Beaumont 
Petroleum Co.’s No. 3 Hager is shut down 
for the present at 1,685 feet. The J. M. 
Guffey Petroleum Co. has bought the! 
holdings of the C. L. Smith Oil Co. on the} 
Tabb, consideration unknown. The pro- 
duction of the Goose Creek field aggre- 
gates 385 bbls. a day from 15 wells and it 
is not likely that much, if any, new work 
will be inaugurated during the summer. 
Little change is noted in the Sour Lake 
pool since the previous review. About 
the same number of rigs are still shut 
down with no prospect of resuming opera- 
tions until prices improve. The field has 
a total of 509 producing wells, the average 
daily runs aggregating 12,450 bbls. The! 
pipe-line companies have 1,406,000 bbls. 


around 1,500 feet, having started again 
after a shut down of a week. The Webb 
et al. test 


1,100 feet. Two wells are drilling near 
Seguin, Guadalupe County, northwest of 
San Antonio. The Calder Oil Co., 
of Amelia, Jefferson County, is drilling 


Vodor, Orange County, is below 1,200 feet 
| with his first well on the 35,000 acres of 
|the Vidor-Miller Lumber Co. Green & 
Barbette have resumed drilling their test 
on the Pruitt ranch, Liberty County, 
which was shut down at 1,900 feet. 
rigs are going in Colorado County, one 
near Columbus and one at Eagle Lake. 
Oklahoma men have leased a block of 


joins Palo Pinto County on the south in 
which the Strawn field is located. Patton 


Campo, Wharton County, is now drilling | 


in the same vicinity is still) 
fishing for the bit stuck in the hole at) 


west | 


below 1,000 feet, and C. C. Cadman, near} 


Two) 


5,000 acres in Erath County, which ad-| 


in storage here, of which amount 682,000 | 


bbls. are in steel tanks and 723,000 bbls. in 
earthen storage. The Lee-Yount Oil Co. 
has abandoned No. 1 Carpenter at 3,025 
feet and the Schambain Oil Co. its No. 5 


et al. are down to 1,875 feet with their 

test near High Island, Galveston County. 
Personais. 

| Bert Martin, of Tulsa, who has been at 

| the Houston offices of The Texas Co. for 





Parsons at 960 feet. The Producers Oil 
Co. has a dry hole in its No. 246 fee. The 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum Co. has three rigs| J, O. Snyder, of Franklin, Pa., repre- 
running—its No. 4 Jackson drilling at|senting the Joseph Reid Gas Engine Co., 
2,295 feet and No, 5 Jackson at 2,450 feet; |of Oil City, Pa., was a business visitor to 


some time doing special work, has re- 
turned to Tulsa. 


| manager of the company. The former 
jhas gone to Tulsa and will go from that 
place to the convention of natural-gas 


| perfect satisfaction wherever it has been 
| tried and at the same time broadens the 
| market for oil of this character. 








EAST TEXAS AND LOUISIANA 


By M. L. VAUGHN. 

















OIL FIELDS ARE FLOODED. 





SHREVEPORT, La., May 17.—High- 
| water conditions have seriously. interfered 


| with operations in both the Caddo and} 


|Red River fields, ‘but no lasting damage 
|has been done, and as the water is al- 
| ready subsiding, it will probably be but 
|a short time before normal conditions are 
resumed. The breaking of the levee at 
| various points along Red River spread the 
| waters over a large part of the Crichton 
| field, the water backing up to the south 
|}edge of the town of Crichton, inundating 
ithe Standard Oil Co.’s Palmer wells west 
lo fthe L. R. & N. Ry. track and flooding 
{both the Standard Oil Co. and the Gulf 
| Refining Co.’s camps and forcing many 
|residents to move to higher land. The 
Standard Oil Co.’s warehouse platform is 
| being used as a landing place where gaso- 
\line launches receive and discharge their 
| passengers and many row boats are seen 
|coming right up to the doors of stores 
and dwellings. Most of the wells in Sec- 
tions 17 and 18 have been forced to shut 
{down on account of the high water, this 
condition extending over into the Abing- 
|ton district, on the other side of the river, 
| where operations on the Atkins lease have 
all been suspended. 

The production for the week in the 
Southern district shows a decrease of 910 
|bbls., although seven wells were com- 
|pleted in the Crichton district having an 
initial production of 2,950 bbls. The aver- 
age daily production for the week was 
24,450 bbls. 

Indications point to an approaching era 
of activity in oil-field operations all over 
|Northern Louisiana. Outside capital is 
{becoming substantially interested in the 
development of the field, their attention 
having been attracted by its rapid exten- 
sion and apparently limitless possibilities, 


to extend the proven territory across the 
entire northern end of the State. 
Persistent efforts are being made to 
revive interest in the old Caddo field, and 
in numerous instances run-down and neg- 
lected properties are being taken over by 





and tests are being made which bid fair! 


,hew concerns with good financial backing, 
| which are confident that the long-neg- 
| lected field is still the depository of many 
fortunes. 

The test made by the Red River Valley 
| Oil Co. on the Armistead & Cowden lease, 
Section 14-13-10, has been reported a dry 
jhole and is the source of much disap- 

pointment, as it was hoped this well 
would extend the Crichton field fully 
|three miles west of present production. 

An event of unusual importance to the 
city of Shreveport occurred when the 
Missouri-Kansas Oil Co. completed its 
well on the Anderson lease, one-half mile 
|from the Fair Grounds, getting an 8,000,- 
| 000-foot gas well at a depth of 2,500 feet, 
| the first deep test that has been made in 
| the vicinity of Shreveport. The well blew 
|in, leaving the drill stem in the hole, and 
|it was with considerable difficulty that 
they succeeded in capping it. With the 
establishment of Shreveport as a gas cen- 
ter, it has been suggested that the city 
drill its own wells and offer free gas for 
fuel as an inducement for outside indus- 
tries and manufacturing establishments 
to locate here. ‘ 

The daily average production of the 
Caddo field for the week was 14,591 bbls. 
of light oil and 3,053 bbls. heavy oil, a 
| total of 17,644 bbls., and a decrease of 381 
| bbls. daily from that of the previous week. 
| Crichton and Abington. 

Operations in the Crichton district dur- 
ing the past week resulted in the comple- 
tion of seven producing wells, aggregating 
2,950 .bb’s. daily, all in the proven field, 
with no important extensions. In the ter- 
ritory just east of the river, in Section 13- 
13-11, the Gulf Refining Co. completed its 
second well on the McClelland lease, mak- 
ing 100 bbls., and in Section 18-13-10 No. 
13 McClelland came in making 150 bbls. 
The same company completed No. 1 Beck, 
Section 17, flowing 400 bbls. daily. The 
Commerce Oil & Gas Co. completed its 
fourth well on the Weis lease, Section 18- 
18-10, making 350 bbls., and the Standard 
Oil Co.’s No. 12 Palmer, Section 17-13-10, 
came in making 250 bbls. The southern 
extension of the original Crichton pool in 
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ORDER YOUR STORAGE TANKS FROM US 


55,000 bbl. Tanks in Stock for Immediate Shipment. 
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Aurora, Mo. - Pittsburg, Kans. 


General Headquarters, Springfield, Mo. 


UNITED IRON WORKS COMPANY, IOLA, KANSAS 
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TREADWELL CONSTRUCTION CoO., Midland, Penna. OIL REFINERIES 


Designers, Fabricators and Erectors of 
The Adjoining Cut is 


STEEL P LATE CONSTRUCTION a Partial Representation of 


an Oil Refinery Built by us. 


Agitators are 1200 and 
2400 Barrel Capacity. 


Condenser Boxes, Size; 
23’0’’x48’0’’x12’0’’. 

Stills are 14’6’’in diam- 
eter and 42’()’” in length. 
The Stijl Bottoms are made 


in one plate, full length of 
Still. 


We can give you Immediate 
Shipment and Quick Service on 
Erection of 55,000 Barrel Oil 
Storage Tanks. 











We Solicit Your Inquiries. 




















Cosden and 
Company 


Producers and Refiners of 
High Grade Oklahoma 
Petroleum 


General Offices Refineries at 


TULSA, OKLAHOMA Tulsa, Cushing, Bigheart 
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Refinery of the Pierce sete Oil Association, Fort Worth, Texas, built by 


THE WARREN CITY TANK AND BOILER CO., WARREN, OHIO 
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Section 24-13-11 produced the best com- 
pletion of the week, Parker & Marston’s 
Sun-McClelland No. 2 making 1,200 bbls. 
a day, and in Section 20-13-10, east and 
south of the Weis development, the 
Southwestern Petroleum Co. completed a 
500-bbl. well in No. 1 Butler-Marston. Op- 
erations in this district have been badly 
hampered by high water during the week 
and few new locations have been made, 
but interest in the new pool has in no- 
wise abated and there seems to be no 
limit to the possibilities for extension of 
the proven territory. 

The Standard Oil Co.’s No. 11 Palmer is 
bailing and looks like a good well, and 
there are eight wells still drilling on this 
lease. Derrick has been erected for a 
test to be made on the Hollingsworth 
lease in Section 9-12-10, two miles north- 
east of the Weis wells. 

The Gulf Refining Co. has two wells 
drilling on the McClelland lease and der- 
rick built for No. 7; Natalie A-6 and A-7 
are drilling, location made for A-8 and 
derrick built for A-9, and on the Butler- 
Marston lease, No. 1 is closed down on 
account of high water, Nos. 3 and 4 are 
bailing 6-inch casing, No. 5 is drilling and 
No. 6 has set casing for a shallow gas 
well. No. 4 Beck has set liner and is 
bailing and No. 1 E. T. Robinson, Section 
25-13-12, south of the btnd in the river at 
this point, is down 700 feet. 

The Producers Oil Co. has set liner and 
is bailing No. 7 Palmer; arranging to set 
liner in No. 9, and is drilling Nos. 10, 11 
and 12. All wells on the Beck and Teekel 
leases in Sections 17 and 18-13-10 are shut 
down on account of high water and drill- 
ing has been started on the second well 
on the Brinkehoff lease, Section 19-13-10. 


The Commerce Oil & Gas Co. has set 
liner and is bailing No. 9 Weis and the 
well is flowing by heads; No. 13 is drilling 
at 2,500 feet, and No. 14 has set 6-inch 
casing. 

William Edenborn has set liner and is 
bailing No. 3 Edenborn and Nos. 4 and 6 
are closed down on account of high water. 
No. 13 fee is drilling at 1,600 feet. Drill- 
ing has not yet been started on any of 
the wells located on the L. R. & N. Ry. 
Co.'s right-of-way. 

In Section 24-13-11, where a number of 
good wells have been completed recently, 
Parker & Marston are rigging up to drill 


No. 2 McClelland, the Sure Shot Oil Co. 
is drilling No. 2 Richardson, the United 
Gas & Petroleum Co. is drilling No. 1 


Richardson and the Federal League Oil 
Co.’s Richardson well is closed down on 
account of high water. The Federal 
League Oil Co.'s No. 1 Butler-Marston, 
Section 20-13-10, is also closed down, and 
the Lockwood Oil Co.’s No. 2 Haines, 
same section. The Couchatta Oil & Gas 
Co.’s No. 1 Butler, Section 20-13-10, is 
drilling in, in the 2,500-foot sand, and 
other wells drilling in this section are the 
Colfax Oil Co.’s No. 1 Butler-Marston and 
the Fair Oil Co.'s Nos. 1 and 2 Haines. 
At Abington another 500-bbl. well was 
completed by the Gulf Refining Co. on the 
Marston lease in No. 9, Section 14-13-11. 
Drilling has been started on No. 10 and 
derrick built for No. 11, and No. 4 Ken: 
nedy, Section 23-13-11, has set 6-inch cas- 
ing. The Producers Oil Co. has set liner 
and is bailing No. 8 Ardis and set 6-inch 
casing in No. 2 Atkins, and derrick has 
been built for No, 2 Strohecker & Wilson, 
offsetting the Sure Shot Oil Co.’s well. 
The wells on the Atkins lease, Section 
23-13-11, being drilled by the Roughneck 





Oil Co., the Operators Oil Co. and the 
Koster Oil Co., are all shut down on ac- 
count of high water. The Arkansas Nat- 
ural Gas Co.’s Taylor well, a mile and 
one-half south of Abington, looks like a 
good well and is arranging to pump. 


De Soto and Sabine. 


The Gulf Refining Co. completed a four 
or five-million foot gas well in McCor- 
mick-Nabors C-2, Section 28-13-12, three 
miles northwest of the Jenkins pool, in 
the deep sand. Liner has been set in 
Jenkins A-25, Section 35-13-12, just north 
of the Jenkins pool, and Jenkins C-2, 
Section 8-13-12, five miles northwest of 
the Jenkins pool, is drilling at 2,000 feet. 
The Producers Oil Co. has set 4%-inch 
casing in the Sample and Saunders weils 
and No. 17 Christine is drilling at 1,350 
feet. A test is being made in the Joyner 
well, in the southern part of the parish, 
near the Pelican district, at 2,800 feet. 
The Standard Oil Co. has set 6-inch cas- 
ing in No. 22 Stiles and the United Gas & 
Petroleum Co. is drilling the old Grand 
Cane well on the Hoell place at 2,000 feet. 

In the Pelican district in Sabine Parish 
a number of deep tests are being made, 
already down 3,400 feet and still drilling. 
Benedum & Trees have set 6-inch casing 
in the 2,600-foot sand, the Producers Oil 
Co. is drilling at 3,400 feet in No. 1 Ham- 
lin and has a showing of oil in Logan A-4 
at about the same depth. The Standard 
Oil Co. is bailing No. 1 Harp in the deep 
sand, 

Caddo Parish. 


The most interesting operations in 
Caddo Parish at the present time are in 
the territory south of Shreveport, be- 
tween the De Soto and Red River fields. 
Tests are being made which will decide 
the fate of practically this whole terri- 
tory, and these tests will be watched with 
an unusual amount of interest. A deep 
test drilled in the outskirts of the city of 
Shreveport, on the Anderson land, by the 
Missouri-Kansas Oil Co., proved an 8,000,- 
000-foot gasser at a depth of 2,500 feet. 
The well blew in and some difficulty was 
experienced in capping it owing to the 
heavy pressure, but it will probably be 
completed as a gas well, although it is 
the general opinion, if they would go a 
little deeper, they would get the oil. The 
Gulf Refining Co.’s No. 1 Youree at Harts 
Island, also at the edge of the town, is 
drilling in and will be considered a test of 
the territory directly south of Shreveport. 
The Gulf Refining Co. has set 6-inch cas- 
ing in the La Chute well, 22 miles south- 
east of Shreveport, and the Atlas Oil Co.’s 
well on the Gayle plantation, 12 miles 
southeast of Shreveport, is drilling at 
1,500 feet. The Southwestern Oil Co.'s 
No. 1 Reisor, eight miles southwest of 
Shreveport, has set 4-inch casing and its 
outcome is still in doubt. 

In the Black Bayou district the New 
Orleans-Red River Oil Co. is drilling No 
1 Glassell, six miles east of Mooringsport, 
at 800 feet. In the shallow-sand territory 
the De Soto Oil & Development Co. is 
bailing No. 1 Harrell near Lewis, and at 
Hosston the Badger Oil Co. has derrick 
built for No. 10 Hoss and the Forty-Nine 
States Oil Co. for No. 1 Hoss, Section 
24-22-15. 

The Standard Oil Co. has set 6-inch 
casing in No. 146 Stiles, and No. 147 is 
drilling at 1,500 feet. In the Monterey 
district there are five wells drilling in 
Section 3-21-16, near where the Interstate 
Oil & Gas Co. recently brought in a 500- 





bbl. well. The companies drilling in this 
vicinity are the Gulf Refining Co., the 
Producers Oil Co., the Interstate Oil & 
Gas Co., the North Louisiana Oil Co. and 
the Higgins Oil & Fuel Co. The Gulf Re- 
finirig Co. has one well drilling in the 
Jeems Bayou district and in the Moor- 
ingsport district the same company is 
drilling a gas well in Section 22-20-15, on 
the Dillon lease. 

Hunter & McCormick have set 10-inch 
easing in the McCormick well, just across 
the river from Shreveport, in Bossier 
Parish. This is the first of a number of 
tests to be made in this parish and leas- 
ing has been very active throughout this 
section of the country for the past few 
weeks. 

Down south of the Crichton district a 
number of wells are drilling and also east 
of the pool in Natchitoches Parish. The 
National Oil & Gas Co. is drilling No. 1 
Holly, Section 9-11-10, at 1,000 feet, and 
the Emmet Oi! & Gas Co. is down 200 feet 
in the first well in Section 1-12-10. The 
Campti Oil & Gas Co. has derrick built 
for No. 1 Bushwell, Section 21-11-8, and 
D. J. Griggsby has made a location for a 
well in Section 28-12-16. 

Eastern Capital Invested. 

An organization has just been effected 
which is the wealthiest and most exten- 
tensive independent corporation yet 
formed in this territory for oil-field devel- 
opment. Prominent New York capital- 
ists are interested in the new concern, 
among them, Henry W. Miller, represent- 
ing F. B. Keech & Co.; G. M. Cummings, 
representing H. L. Satterlee and G. F. 
Canfield, and J. F. Allen, a well-known 
banker. These gentlemen have been in 
Shreveport for several days and profess 
themselves very much impressed by the 
extent of the development in this section, 
the remarkable productiveness of the field 





and its apparently limitless area, all of 
which are attracting widespread atten- 
tion at the present time. 

It was through the efforts of E. K. 
Smith, president of the Commercial Na- 
tional Bank of Shreveport, that Eastern 
capital became interested, and the new 
organization is recognized to be a valu- 
able acquisition to the business interests 
of the community as well as an impor- 
tant factor in the development of Louis- 
iana’s oil industry. The holdings acquired 
by the new company comprise 32,000 
acres, 31,000 of which are in Bossier Par- 
ish and the remainder in Caddo and Red 
River. The most valuable acquisition is 
the 80-acre tract of the Commerce Oil & 
Gas Co., with its three producing wells. 
It is claimed that $250,000 was paid for 
this property with the stipulation that 
four more wells are to be completed, and 
that the owners of this land had already 
realized 150,000 bbls. of production since 
the completion of the first well on Jan. 
29, 1915. Valuable holdings in the proven 
field of Caddo were also acquired by the 
new company, including 2,260 acres for- 
merly belonging to B. F. Rogers, near 
Lewis, La. All but 600 acres of the land 
acquired is held in fee and as soon as the 
details of the organization has been com- 
pleted active development on the various 
properties will be commenced. 

The company will be known as the 
States Oil Co. and is capitalized at 
$2,000,000, with the right to increase to 
$5,000,000, and it is stated that O. A. 
Wright, formerly manager of the Potter 
Palmer interests here, who recently sold 
part of their holdings in the Red River oil 
field to the Standard Oil Co. for $750,000, 
has been selected as general manager of 
the new organization, with W. L. Todd 
to have active charge of the fleld opera- 
tions. 





PENNA. AND WEST VIRGINIA 


' By D. 8S. WAKENIGHT. 











MORE HOPEFUL IN THE EAST. 





PITTSBURGH, Pa., May 17.—In rela- 
tion to the general conditions prevailing 
in the East, there is a decided improve- 
ment in spite of the fact that there is 
nothing tangible in sight to give rise to 
the better feeling that prevails among oil 
men generally, In the final analysis there 
is nothing to base the present optimism 
upon except that the reports from the 
Western fields all agree that the produc- 
tion in the Cushing pool is declining and, 
with the passing of that great gusher 
district, it is confidently expected that 
the market will be advanced. 

Operations since the fields were last re- 
viewed were not of a kind that calls for 
extended mention. The Berea-grit devel- 
opment in Cabin Creek district, Kanawha 
County, West Virginia, furnished another 
completion of doubtful caliber. The well 
is the Columbus Producing Co.’s No. 4 on 
the Williams Coal Co.'s tract and is this 
company’s third completion. The location 
is 600 feet south of No. 1 on the same 
tract and is a producer. When drilled 
into the pay the hole filled up with fluid, 
but its status as a producer cannot be 
determined until after it has been shot. 
The first well was drilled in on this prop- 
erty last year and since then the two 





wells completed have not pointed the way 
for an extension. Both are located in 
proximity to the initial well and the same 
company holds leases on a large acreage 
surrounding on all sides. 

Lincoln County has more work under 
way and starting than at any time in the 
past year. While the most of the work 
is inside of defined limits, there is still a 
good deal of experimental work. For more 
than two years the Big Creek Develop- 
ment was the only operating company 
that kept up active operations. Within 
the past few months new talent has gone 
into the county and has commenced to 
drill with the hope of extending the pro- 
ducing limits of the field. Generally 
speaking, Lincoln Count:’ has had very 
few dusters. Many of the late comple- 
tions, in fact nearly all, are light pump- 
ers. The lasting qualities of the wells can 
be commended and is the greatest incen- 
tive for drilling at this time. The oil is 
found in the Berea grit and the cost of 
drilling is rather above than below the 
average for wells in which the production 
is found in that formation. 

During the week the Walnut Creek Oil 
Co. completed its No. 15 on the Harvey G. 
Sayer farm, located on Rock Run, Burn- 
ing Springs district, Wirt County. The 
well is good for 15 bbls. a day and is 
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located onthe east side of the pool. The 
efforts to extend the producing limits 
from the first well on this farm have not 
been satisfactory. If an extension can be 
had there is nothing so far to indicate in 
which direction it lies. The Sayer farm 
is a part of the Hall estate, a large tract, 
and the pool is located in about the cen- 
ter of the tract. A few efforts have been 
made by those holding leases adjoining 
the big tract, but they have failed to find 
oil in paying quantities. The Walnut 
Creek company is drilling two and start- 
ing two wells on the Harvey G. Sayer 
farm. 

In all other districts, with the excep- 
tion noted in Pleasants County, the com- 
pletions were all light producers. Wetzel 
and Doddridge counties have quite a lit- 
tle new work, but in other districts, ex- 
cept the shallow-sand territory in Ritchie 
County, it is very quiet. Wood and 
Pleasants counties have very little new 
work. In the Salt-sand development in 
Birch district, Braxton County, there is 
some new work starting. An occasional 
fair producer inspires operators to con- 
tinue development work in that district. 

Development work in the Southeastern 
Ohio fields during the week showed but 
few completions. The deep-sand terri- 
tory in Hocking and Perry counties com- 
pleted several good producers, the best 
being the Lupher Oil Co.’s test on the 
Metzger farm in Jackson Township, Perry 
County. It was credited with a produc- 
tion of 112 bbls. the first 24 hours after 
it was drilled through the Clinton sand 
and shot. 

The shallow-sand districts completed 
fewer wells than for any single week 
since the first of the year. In both Mor- 
gan and Noble counties, development 
work has subsided. Washington County 
is still doing a good deal of work in the 
old districts. The small cost of drilling, 
as compared with the deep-sand terri- 
tory, is the incentive for continuing oper- 
ations, for the wells are very light. 

The only well of importance completed 
in the local fields during the past week 
was the Phillips Gas & Oil Co.’s second 
test on the McCullom farm, located near 
Unity in Plum Township, Allegheny 
County. The well is producing about 45 
bbls. a day and looks as though it would 
call out some new work in that district. 
Beaver County has more new work than 
any other in the southwest. The wells 
are very light. 

Field Developments. 


The West Virginia fields are completing 
more wells than any other and nearly all 
are located in the old districts. Except 
in Kanawha County, there is very little 
effort making to find new producing ter- 
ritory. In the Cabin Creek district sev- 
eral important test wells are drilling and 
will be due to get the sand shortly. 

In the Berea-grit development in Cabin 
Creek district, Kanawha County, the 
Columbus Producing Co. has given No. 4 
on the Williams Coal Co.’s tract a 60- 
quart shot and it responded at the rate 
of 15 bbls. an hour. It now looks as 
though this well would prove as good a 
producer. It is located 600 feet north. 

On Falling Rock Creek, Big Sandy dis- 
trict, Kanawha County, the Falling Rock 
Cannel Coal Co. has completed No. 58 on 
its own tract and will have a 15 bbl. 
pumper in the Weir sand. There is no 
new work under way on this tract. Across 
in Union district, Clay County, there is a 
little new work starting. 

In the Salt-sand pool at Rosedale, Birch 
district, Braxton County, the Mountain 
State Oil Co. has drilled a test on the 
S. B. Turner lot through the Salt sand 
and has a show for a 15-bbl. pumper. In 
the same development in.Center district, 
Gilmer County, Sands & Stevens are due 
in the sand at a test on the J. E. Carvell 
farm. 

On Gillam Run, Union district, Tyler 
County, Harry Warden & Co. have drilled 
their test on the Mercy Wells farm 
through the Big Injun sand and have a 
show for a very light pumper. In this 
test a very strong gas pressure was de- 
veloped in the Maxon sand. At Raven 
Rock, Union district, Pleasants County, 
L. C. White & Co. have completed and 
shot their No. 4 on Riggs Bros.’ farm and 
have a show for a 5-bbl. pumper in the 
Maxon sand. 

Marfon County has a little new work 
starting. On. Bartholomew Run, Man- 
nington district, the Seven Pines Oil Co. 
has made the location and is starting a 
test on the Cole heirs’ farm. On Pyles 
Fork, same district, the Carnegie Natu- 
ral Gas Co. is drilling a test on the James 
O’Hara farm. The same company is 
building the rig for a test on the M. J. 
Shakleton farm. On Long Drain Run, 
Church district, Wetzel County, the Pitts- 
burgh & West Virginia Gas Co, has made 


the locations for four tests, but has not 
yet started operations. 

On Wolf Camp Run, Harper district, 
Roane County, the Algamon Oil Co. is 
rigging up to drill a test on the G. W. 
Gandee farm. On Tanners Run, same dis- 
trict, G. L. Cabot is due in the sand on 
the Julia Scott farm. On Reedy Creek, 
Curtis district, G. L. Cabot is drilling on 
the Margaret J. Grislip farm to the lower 
sands. The location for a second test has 
‘been made on the same farm. 

On Spring Creek, Center district, the 
Carter Oil Co. is due in the sand at its 
tests on the C. W. West and Walter Mc- 
Millan farms. In the older districts of 
Roane County there is very little new 
work starting. In the Keener-sand pool 
in Burning Springs district, Wirt County, 
the Walnut Creek Oil Co. is starting some 
new work. 

The residents of Evans City, Butler 
County, Pennsylvania, are greatly excited 
over a prospective town-lot development 
at that place. A month ago local parties 
drilled in a well on a town lot and got a 
nice producer, Another company, com- 
posed principally of local talent, has 
drilled a well on the Lutheran Church lot 
and has a producer estimated all the way 
up to 200 bbls. a day. The well since it 
was drilled into the Third-sand pay has 
been flowing by heads at intervals of two 
hours. An operator who visited Evans 
City, recently, stated that excitement is 
running high and the rush to lease town 
lots is a reminder of old days when But- 
ler County was at the front in develop- 
ment work. The lots adjacent to the 
church lot have all been leased and four 
locations for new wells were made 
yesterday. 


PROPERTY TO BE ASSESSED 
UNDER THE FORMER TAX LAW. 





County assessors in nine oil-producing 
counties in Oklahoma met in Tulsa last; 
week to discuss the question of taxa- 
tion for this year. The counties repre- 
sented were Tulsa, Okmulgee, Muskogee, 
Creek, Pawnee, Washington, Nowata, 
Payne and Osage. 

The last legislature passed an act im- 
posing a gross production tax of 2 per 
cent in lieu of all other taxes, to take 
effect immediately upon its passage. The 
act was not passed until the last days of 
March. 

It is the contention of the assessors that 
the act is unconstitutional for the reason 
that all taxes are to be paid on valuation 
as of January 1, and that they had pro- 
ceeded under the terms of the laws here- 
tofore in force to assess the properties 
of oil and gas companies on the ad 
valorem basis for all of the physical prop- 
erties and one-half of one per cent on 
the gross production. The assessors claim 
that more than two-thirds of the oil and 
gas preperties in the state had been 
assessed in this way and listed. It is also 
contended by the assessors that the con- 
stitution of Oklahoma _ prohibits the 
changing of compensation of state or 
county officials during the term for which 
they were elected. The old laws give 
the county assessors a percentag on all 
taxes assessed while under the new 
statute the taxes are paid directly into 
the treasury and pro-rated among the 
counties from which they were received. 
The law provides that 50 per cent shall 
go to the counties in proportion to the 
school population and the other 50 per 
cent shall go to the state. The assessors 
say that should the new law be upheld 
they would lose a large proportion of their 
fees, in some counties running as high as 
150 a month, and this would be a plain 
violation of the terms of the constitution. 

While not directly attacking the consti- 
tutionality of the new law, the attorney 
general’s office informed the assessors 
that they should go ahead and assess all 
oil and gas properties under the old sys- 
tem. 

A. A. Richards, president of the Okla- 
homa Oil Producers Agency, informed the 
assessors that, within a few days, he 
was going to begin proceedings to test 
the constitutionality of the new law 
through an application restraining the 
state auditor from assessing or receiving 
taxes under the old law. This will bring 
the matter squarely to a head. It is the 
desire of all producers and assessors as 
well, that the cases be speedily tried as 
things are very badly mixed at the pres- 
ent time. 


GAS STRIKE NEAR ADA, OKLAHOMA. 





ADA, Okla., May 12.—The Rex Oil Co. 
(Ramsey & Skirven) struck 2,000,000 cubic 
feet of gas in its first well, Section 30-4-6, 
yesterday, at a depth of 1,172 feet, being 
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GOOD WELL IN LIMA FIELD. 





TOLEDO, O., May 17.—There is no spot 
in the Central West that shows any re- 
newal of activity outside of the northern 
end of the Central Ohio gas area, and the 
work there is done mostly by the large 
gas concerns in Ashland and Wayne 
counties. The work near Cleveland, in 
Cuyahoga County, is being done by com- 
panies organized among citizens, of which 
there are over a hundred. Since last Jan- 
uary close to 700 wells have been drilled 
in Cuyahoga County and a strong effort 
is still being made to find an 
Several wells within the gas zone 
Cleveland have shown oil in small quan- 
tities, but were not considered paying 
wells on account of the cost of drilling. 
The latest sensation in the Cleveland dis- 
trict is the drilling in of a test well by 
the Medina Gas & Oil Co. near the town 
of Lynndale, five miles south of the West 
Park gas field and 11 or 12 miles south 
and a little west of Cleveland, on 
Cleveland, Lorain & Western 
This well is showing considerable oil and, 
being far removed from other develop- 


ment, might be the spot that the oil 
hunters have been searching for some 
months. More will be known of the well 


when it is allowed to show its worth by 


putting oil in the tanks. Further test) 
work will be done in the new area, as 
considerable leasing has been accom- 


plished during the past few days. Much 
of the territory is held by the gas com- 
panies. The well is located between 
Cleveland and Strongville. Some work 
was done late last summer at Strongville, 
but gas was ali that was found. 

In the 
County, 
million, J. B. Forner and others staried a 


northeastern corner of Erie 


test well on the Jacob Nuhn farm and at} 


a depth of 297 feet struck a pocket of oil 
in the Niagara limestone and the owners 
are confident that they have found a new 
shallow-sand pool. When the drill broke 
the crust above the oil, the oil and gas 
came up and caught fire, destroying near- 
ly everything around the well, and work 
is delayed and will be until other tools 
are shipped in from Wellington. This 
kind of a strike is not a new thing along 
the southern shore of Lake Erie, as other 
wells of the same kind had been found 
both east and west of Cleveland many 
years ago, but none of them ever amount- 
ed to anything. 

The Lima field of Northwestern Ohio is 
credited with a 125-bbl. producer found in 
Seneca County, but Indiana, Illinois and 
Kentucky failed to show even one well 
above the average. 

Completions were few during the week 
in the Indiana field. 
Riley Township, Vigo County, and south- 
east of Terre Haute, A. B. Bement has 
made another fair strike in his No. 4 on 
the northwest corner of the Harley Bur- 
roughs farm, Section 24, which produced 
32 bbls. His No. 3 on the southeast cor- 
ner of the Minnie McKinney farm, Section 
23, completed a few weeks ago, had a pro- 
duction of 92 bbls. showing that the pool 
is worth the development. 

In Washington Township, Knox County, 
the test of W. J. Rogers and others on 


oil field. | 
at) 


the | 
Railroad. | 


four miles to the west of Ver-| 


In the Riley field, in) 


|the Jackson or Chew farm, Section 2, has 
la heavy dose of salt water at a depth of 
|1,250 feet and is no good. 

In Turman Township, Sullivan County, 
| the Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 4 C. H. Walters 
|farm, Section 3, pumped 22 bbls. 

In Gill Township, Sullivan County, Bob 
|Hodge and others’ test on the northeast 
|corner of the Russell Minter farm, Section 
17, was a dry hole. In Curry Township 
|W. C. Kennedy Co.’s No, 11 on the south- 
|/east corner of the A. Boyer farm, Section 
31, pumped 12 bbis. 

The Lima Field. 

The best completion in the Lima field 
of Northwestern Ohio for the week was 
|The Sun Co.s No. 11 on the Seneca Coun- 
ty Infirmary farm, Section 5, Eden Town- 
ship, Seneca County, and south of Tiffin, 
in the Orphans’ Home pool. The well is 


located 1,400 feet from the north line and | 
1,700 feet from the west line of the farm, | 
and produced 125 bbls. from a total depth) 


lof 1,935 feet. 
struck at 1,665 feet and drilled 270 feet in. 

In Montgomery Township, Wood Coun- 
ty, the Paragon Refining Co.’s second well 
|/on the Charles Baker farm, Section 35, 
pumped but 4 bbls. In Bloom Township, 
O. A. Browning and others’ No. 26 on the 
northeast corner of the C. A. Browning 
farm, Section 18, is a salt-water pumper, 
but may make a fair oil well when the 
water has become exhausted enough to 
let the oil in. 

Kelly Bros. are drilling a test well on 
|the Edward Katterhemrich farm, Section 
5, Washington Township, Auglaize Coun- 
|ty. This firm holds leases on a block of 
900 acres. 
| In Scott Township, Sandusky County, 
|E. Shultz and others’ No. 3 on the south- 
l/east corner of the E. Shultz farm, Sec- 


{tion 28, pumped 8 bbls. 


The Illinois Field. 

Few completions are being made in the 
Illinois field. In the shallow-sand field in 
Parker Township, Clark County, Huckle- 
berry, Sullivan and others drilled a dry 
hole on the B. Wood farm, Section 30. 
The well was drilled to a depth of 356 
feet. Parker Bros.’ test on the H. L. 
Brisco farm, Section 29, and in the north- 
west corner of the farm, was also dry at 
450 feet. The same company’s No. 14 on 
|the H. L. and A. B. Brisco farm, Section 
|30, pumped 30 bbls. at a depth of 328 
feet. 

In Martin Township, Crawford County, 
J. M. McArthur and others’ test on the 
E. Brehm farm, Section 3, was dry at 
11,302 feet. The Kewanee Oil & Gas Co.'s 
No. 12 on the P. G. Bradbury farm, Sec- 
tion 27, pumped 20 bbls. 

In the Jennings pool, in the northern 
|part of Petty Township, Lawrence Coun- 
ty, in the deep-sand field, Griggs and 
others’ test on the northeast corner of 
the Mary Jennings farm, Section 3, was 
dry at 1,773 feet. 
| In the western section, in the Plymouth 
|field, Lamoine Township, McDonough 
|County, the Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 19 on the 
|southwest corner of the E. H. Hendricks 
farm, Section 15, pumped 20 bbls. 

Kentucky-Tennessee Fields. 

Business is looking a little better in 
|the Kentucky field. The best well of the 
‘week was drilled in the old Steubenville 


The top of the sand was) 


Thursday, 





district in Wayne County, when the Wood 
Oil Co. drilled in its No. 3 on the W. C. 
Lair farm which produced 75 bbls. 

In the Cooper district, Wayne County, 
Frank P. Rust drilled a dry hole in a test 
on the Mose Meredith farm, and E. M. 
Williams one of the same kind in his No. 
3 on the Bert Williams farm. In the 
Dewey district the New Domain Gas & 
Oil Co.’s No. 6 J. L. Dobbs farm pumped 
10 bbls. 

In the Busseyville district, Lawrence 
County, the Ohio Fuel Oil Co.’s No. 1 on 
the B. B. Pfost farm pumped 7 bbls. 

The runs from the wells of the various 
Kentucky districts for the week were as 
follows: 
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| SCOTT COUNTY WELL. 
| Editor The Oil and Gas Journal: 
In your magazine of May 6, 1915, we 


noticed a report regarding the well drilled 
near the township of Oneida, Tenn. Be- 
ing interested in the territory, as our 
company has made the location, I take 
the liberty to state that the well was 
drilled by Mohney Bros., of Monticello, 
| Ky., and was drilled to a lower depth than 
necessary to test the Beaver sand. I see 
that you are somewhat mistaken as to 
the production of the well. I would like 
lto quote a telegram received by me from 
| Col. Charles W. Whitcomb, owner of the 
i|well. The telegram follows: 

“‘“Mohney says flowing stronger over 
mouth of well. Make 300 to 500 bbls. 
per day. Nevin test shows in Big 
Lime. Asphalt 20 per cent. higher 
than Kentucky.”’ 


I am sending you this, as I am sure 
you would like to have the correct report 
of conditions at Oneida, Scott County, 
Tennessee, and further wish to state that 
|\they are now making arrangements for 
drilling about twelve more wells. I am 
leaving for Tennessee again within ten 
days and shall personally drill one or two 
wells on some leases I have taken down 
there. 

NEVIN ELECTRIC SURVEY CoO., 
B. DeMossin, President. 
New York, May 15, 1915. 
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CINCINNATI, O., May 18.—The tenth 
annual convention of the Natural Gas As- 
sociation of America opened today at 10 
o’clock in the Assembly Room of Music 
Hall, 
the chair. 

Delegates began arriving early on Mon- 
day from all parts of the United States 
and Canada. In addition to the delegates, 
manufacturers of gas appliances were on 
hand, space being allotted for 98 exhib- 
itors in Machinery Hall in the Music Hall 
Building. 

Everything in the line of household and 
factory appliances for natural gas is in- 
cluded in the exhibit. Among the ex- 
hibitors are the leading gas-supply com- 








TENTH ANNUAL GAS CONVENTION 


with President James F. Lynn in) 





panies with many dealers in specialties. 
In point of attendance, the opening of 
the Cincinnati convention surpassed any 
former meeting held by the association, 
close to one thousand delegates attending. 
There were 116 applications filed for new 
membership. 

President Lynn introduced Hon. Fred- 
erick S. Spiegel, Mayor of Cincinnati, who 
delivered the address of welcome that 
captured the hearts of the delegates. He 
praised the work of the gas men and em- 
phasized the fact that the use of gas had 
added greatly to the wealth of the Nation 
and done much to eliminate smoke and 
dirt. Response in behalf of the associa- 
tion was made by Judge S. M. Douglass, 
of Mansfield, O. He was both witty and 
entertaining. The address of President 
James T. Lynn was one of the most in- 
teresting ones and he captured the dele- 
gates right off the reel. 

More interesting and valuable papers 
were discussed than at any previous 
meeting of the association. These papers 
were by the most practical gas men of 
the country. ‘The Use of Natural Gas at 
Domestic Rates for Industrial Purposes,” 
was the subject treated by R. W. Burr, 
who was followed by James W. McMahon, 
of Toledo, in an _ instructive address. 
“Thirty-cent Natural Gas Melts Brass for 
Half the Cost of Free Coke,’ was the 
subject of the address of F. R. Hutchin- 
son, of the East Ohio Gas Co., of Cleve- 
land. 

. The committee on the president’s ad- 
dress is composed of James W. McMahon, 
Toledo; J! R. Munce, Charleston, W. Va., 
and Donald McDonald, of Louisville, Ky. 
Committee on memorials: J. C. Me- 
Dowell, Kansas; J. M. Garrard, Colum- 
bus, O., and S. M. Douglass, Mansfield. 
oO. Committee on _ final resolutions: 
George A. Whitney, Toledo; W. H. Graffis, 
Chicago, and L. S. Bigelow, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Whit. 


LOCATING PIPE LINE’S COURSE. 





Ardmore (Okla.) Daily Ardmorite: F. H. 
Thwing, of Kansas City, and George A. 
Todd, of Ponca City, were here yesterday 
afternoon on business in connection with 
the proposed pipe line to Gainesville from 
the Healdton field. Mr. Thwing has gone 
south, presumably to Austin, Tex., where 
he will take out a charter for the Pro- 
ducers Refining Co., a corporation with a 
capital stock of $600,000. Mr. Todd, who 
is a practical oil refiner, together with 
Otto Bradford and Col. S. A. Mills, left 
this morning for the Healdton fields. 
From there they will locate the right of 
way for the pipe line. They will finish 
the work of locating the line Friday or 
Saturday and on Monday morning Mr. 
Bradford will take his crew of men to the 
field to begin the survey. Colonel Mills 
has been employed as right of way man 
and will make purchases of right of way 
from property owners. 


According to the information which 
we have, an eight-inch line will be laid 
to Gainesville and a refinery of a capa- 
city of 10,000 barrels will be built. The 
Santa Fe is the purchaser of the residuum 
as it is of the Ardmore refinery and the 
lighter oils will be placed on the general 
market. It is stated that the steel for 
the line and for the refinery has already 
been purchased. Mr. Thwing is of the 
opinion that the plant will be ready for 
operation by the first of September and 
is under contract to have it completed by 
the first of September. 








Naphthas 











Illuminating Oils 


The Standard Oil Company «=» 


REFINER OF SUPERIOR PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 
Asphalt Road Oils 


Gasolines 





WE DO A WHOLESALE BUSINESS ONLY 





Prompt and Efficient Service 
Correspondence of all Distributors Solicited 


NEODESHA, KANS. 














Black Oils 
Gas Oils 


Refinery and Sales Office 

















May 20, 1915. 





THE OIL AND GAS JOURNAL 


21 








CALIFORNIA 
By C 


a: Be 


OPERATIONS 


GILMAN. 




















NEW KERN RIVER DISTRICT. 





LOS ANGELES, Cal., May 15.—In the 
Kern River field the Standard Oil Co. has 
virtually opened a new district by No. 1 
test well on Section 35, which was struck 
some weeks ago at 2,800 feet. The output 
of this well is holding up fine, ranging 
from 500 to 550 bbls. a day, the gravity 
running 15% degrees Baume. It is stated 
officially that this oil carrier not over two 
per cent. emulsion. The Standard owns 
in fee 6,000 acres of land in the vicinity, 
which was purchased several years ago, 
on which territory is built most of their 
storage tanks and reservoirs. 

There is no undue excitement over the 
strike as, so far as can be learned, no 
large amount of new work is contem- 
plated by the company at this time, but 
the fact remains that the prospects for 
the future of the Kern River field indicate 
a great revival of development whenever 
there is any demand for more oil. 

The old field has always been consid- 
ered a shallow district, and in fact all 
its production has been taken from a 
shallow depth, the oil being low grade or 
fuel. The great surplus on hand, coupled 
with low prices, together with the knowl- 
edge that many thousands of barrels of 
oil have been shut in during the past 18 
months, has been sufficient to head off 
any new development among the old pro- 
ducers who might be influenced into drill- 
ing for a lower sand. The new well of 
the Standard is far removed from any 
other production, and its staying qualities 
give evidence of a prolific field. 

Far to the front, possibly 10 miles or 
more, the Standard also has large hold- 
ings on which they drilled some test wells 
two or three years ago. These were deep 
tests made with the hope of finding a 
light-gravity oil. It is claimed that heavy 
oil was found, but not in large quantities. 
However that may be, no effort has been 
made at development in the last year or 
more, although four rigs are still standing 
on the lease. 

The Montebello Oil Co., at Fillmore, has 
completed No. 38, drilled to a depth of 
3,000 feet, but it is producing 600 bbls. a 
day. This makes the second big well 
brought in during the past few weeks, 
No. 107 being reported at 600 bbls. The 
record of wells completed during the past 
four years shows a most remarkable de- 
velopment, taken into consideration with 
the excessive cost of drilling in other 
parts of the State, there being only one 
district, the Belridge field, that proves 
anywhere near its equal. The Montebello 
company has drilled some 60 wells at 
depths ranging from 500 to 900 feet that 
have recorded from 75 to 150-bbl. pro- 
ducers, the market price of the oil being 
the highest on the schedule of prices. 
When other properties were producing 
from 30 to 50-cent oil, this oil was bring- 
ing better than $1 a barrel. At present 
it is quoted at 60 to 70 cents and is being 
marketed to the Standard Oil Co. 

It is given out on the most reliable au- 
thority that since the price of this oil fell 
below the dollar mark the managers of 
the company, which is controlled by the 
W. P. Harmon interests of San Francisco, 
have been dissatisfied and that a move- 
ment is now on foot whereby parties who 
have been largely identified with the oil 
business, and especially with the casing- 
head industry, in this city, are to become 
affiliated with the company in the estab- 
lishing of a refinery west of Fillmore. 
The company already has a gasoline plant 
of considerable capacity now in operation. 
This will be enlarged to a capacity suffi- 
cient to treat all the gas coming from the 
company’s well which, when reduced to a 
commercial basis at the refinery, will 
place the Montebello company among the 
largest producers of casing-head gasoline. 
Being from 17 to 20 miles from the coast, 
they anticipate the laying of pipe lines to 
Ventura, thereby being in-easy access to 
markets. They will handle all the by- 
products of the refinery. 

Producers Pipe Line. 

A recent report shows the mileage of 
the Producers Transportation Co. to be 
as follows: One 8-inch line 40 miles in 
length from Coalinga to Junction, thence 
30 miles north of McKittrick, where it 
connects with the main line from Coa- 
linga to Port Harford, at which point sea 
shipments are made. Forty miles of 
8-inch line extending from Maricopa, 
north to Junction; 30 miles of 8-inch from 
Kern River to McKittrick; a 6-inch line 
from Lost Hills west to Junction; a 6-inch 


line from Belridge northwest connecting 
with the line from McKittrick to Junc- 
tion, a distance of four miles. A double 
8-inch line from Junction west to Port 
Harford, a distance of 70 miles. 

The present capacity is 30,000 bbls. per 
day from Junction to Port San Luis; from) 
Coalinga to Junction, 15,000 bbls., and| 
from Maricopa to Junction, 20,000 bbls. al 
day. A new line is to be laid from the | 
Sheridan lease to the Midway, a distance} 
of 10 miles, when the total length of the | 
different lines of the company will aggre-| 
gate 231 miles. 

Field News and Notes. 

Directors of the Standard Oil Co. (Cali- | 
fornia) have declared the regular quar- | 
terly dividend of $2.50 a share, payable | 
June 15 to stockholders of record May 20. | 

The members of the Producers Agency | 
will hold their annual meeting at Bakers- 
field, May 12, for the purpose of electing 
officers and such other business as may 
come before the assemblage, providing a 
quorum is present. =? 

The Standard Oil Co. has completed No. 
1 on the Hettebrink lease, La Habra Val- | 
ley. It was finished at 3,080 feet and is 
making 300 bbls. a day. 

The Mascot Oil Co. in the Midway field 
is making good time on a new drilling | 
well on Section 26, being about 700 feet 
deep. Preparations are going ahead for 
the drilling of two more. 

On Section 33, Midway, the K. T. & O. 
Co. is rigging up preparatory to starting | 
the drill. The Federal Drilling Co. has} 
the contract and the well will be drilled | 
with a rotary. | 

The Lakeview No. Two Oil Co. is pre- 
paring to redrill the well taken over from | 
the South Midway Co. This well was} 
suspended at 2,600 feet. It will be fin- | 
ished to the lower sand. | 

The Comstock Crude Oil Co. is reported | 
as having struck the second oil sand in| 
its deep test on Section 34-12-23, Sunset, | 
at a depth of 4,640 feet. The sand was) 
found 140 feet below the first sand. Some 
gas and oil is shown, but this is being 
held down by flooding with water until 
the thickness of the sand may be ascer- | 
tained. 

A press dispatch from Taft says: What 
promises much new work on the north 
side of the Buena Vista Hills, in the near |} 
future, was a purchase made a few days | 
ago by the Monte Cristo Oil Co. of 20) 
acres of land on Section 32-31-24. This is 
in the immediate neighborhood of the} 
Boston Pacific, St. Helens and General} 
Petroleum properties where big flowing 
wells are being found. Though less than 
three years ago this territory was a wild- 
eat proposition, it is now looked upon as 
one of the best districts in the entire Mid- 
way. The wells are completed at a depth 
of about 4,000 feet at a cost of from $40,- 
000 to $60,000 cash. 

Agency’s Annual Meeting. 

The annual meeting of the Independent | 
Oil Producers Agency of California was) 
held at Bakersfield, May 12. It resulted 
in the indorsement of the expenses in- | 
curred (amounting to ($70,000) by the 
committee appointed at the last meeting 
for the appraisement of all companies af- 
filiated with the agency with the object 
of merging said companies into one or- 
ganization, authorizing President St. Clair 
to require guarantees against liability 
from members operating on unpatented 
Government lands and re-electing Mr. St. 
Clair as president. The meeting of the 
board of directors adjourned to be called 
at a special meeting in San Francisco at 
a date to be set not later than August 
next. 

Mark L. Requa, chairman of the ap- 
praisement committee, stated that the in- 
dependent oil men of this State could be 
organized on a solid basis through the 
influence of Eastern capital, and the only 
thing necessary was for them to get to- 
gether on a liberal basis and work to- 
gether; that such a consolidation is now 
under way, and the valuation of the vari- 
ous properties would be submitted within 
the next few weeks. 

After the meeting in San Francisco it 
is expected that the board of directors 
will take up the report of the committee 
on appraisement made on the properties 
of the members of the agency, when de- 
cided action will be taken in the reorgani- 
zation of the affairs of the affiliated com- 
panies, every assurance being given that 
capital to the amount of $50,000,000 or 
even greater is available for the promul- 
gation of the plans of reorganization. 

A resolution was adopted by the execu- 
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tive committee and concurred in by the 
members that the president be authorized 
to refuse to accept any more oil produced 
on the withdrawn lands under litigation 
with the Government, unless the producer 
of such oil give a bond guaranteeing to 
protect the company in case of an ad- 
verse decision in the rulings of the cases 
now in litigation. 

The old board of directors, which in- 
cludes 75 members, was re-elected with 
the exception of K. D. Burge, Burton 
Boyle, Paul Fox, M. H. Flickinger, G. J. 
Hanson, John McGinn, J. H. Haney, Dr. 
C. A. Rogers and M. A. Whiteley, who 
were substituted for members who had 
resigned. 

Officers were elected as follows: L. P. 
St. Clair, president; Stanley Moreshead, 
vice president; W. B. Robb, secretary; 
M. V. McQuigg, treasurer. The president 
and vice president will comprise the arhi- 


tration committee. George Lane was re- 


elected counsel. 

Executive committee: R. L. Hazelton, 
D. S. Ewing, C. A. Scott, Mark L. Requa, 
W. W. Colma, H .H. Welsh, H. U. Max- 
field, T. A. O'Donnell, W. L. Stewart, 
Timothy Spellacy and Walter Snook. 

W. B. Robb, secretary, submitted the 
report for the year ending Dec. 31, 1914, 
which showed that the agency has han- 
dled 17,354,194 bbls. of oil at an average 
cost of 5.8 mills per barrel. Total re- 
ceipts from sale of oil amounted to 
$6,689,134; amount disbursed, $6,590,871. 
There were in storage, 10,690,000 bbls., 
and 17,000,000 bbls. more subject to the 
Union Oil Co.—a total of 27,690,000 bbls. 
under its control. 

The average price received for oil dur- 
ing the year, allowing for all deductions, 
was 38.4 cents. 

J. A. O'Donnell, trustee for the Mari- 
copa Oil Co., put in an application for a 
sales contract to market with other par- 
ties, which was granted. The members 
voted to pay into the agency the sum of 
1% cents per barrel on all production 
handled to meet current expenses. This 
tax was formerly 1 cent per barrel. 


A bill introduced by Senator Chandler 
in the State Assembly has been passed 
which imposes a tax of 20 cents a thou- 
sand barrels on oil produced in the State, 
for the purpose of maintaining an oil 
experimental station at the University of 
California. The station is to make an 
analysis of all oil and to determine the 
composition and commercial value of the 
product. Anyone who refuses to make an 
annual statement of production of oil is 
guilty, under this act, of a misdemeanor 
and subject to a heavy penalty. 

La Habra Valley. 

With the starting of five new strings 
of tools to fulfill the leasing requirements 
on the Graham & Loftus lease in the La 
Habra Valley, the Union Oil Co. has 
added some new life to this field and inci- 
dentally put a large number of men to 
work. Besides these wells and a few 
others promiscuously located in different 
parts of the field, the company is also 
drilling another well offsetting one re- 
cently completed by the Standard Oil Co. 
on the Peppenbrink lease. 

The Peppenbrink well of the Standard, 
recently completed, is holding up at 300 
bbls. a day. Due caution was had in 
drilling this well that every foot of hole 
should be tested to overcome the water 
troubles that have bothered others in this 
part of the field and reports at the well 
are that it is entirely free from water. 

The Amalgamated Oil Co. is down 3,200 
feet with No. 56 on the Anaheim Union 


lease and promises for a big well are 
apparent. Their No. 54, first location east, 
which came in several months ago at 
about 1,200 bbls, a day, is still holding up 
for better than 400 ‘bbls., which is settled 
production. Across the line from this 
well, on the Hualda lease, the company’s 
No. 4 is holding up for a like amount. 
Across the valley a subsidiary company-- 
the West Coast—is making good progress 
in a new drilling well, under contract with 
the Head Drilling Co. This well is sev- 
eral hundred feet north of the old produc- 
ing lines of the Olinda field and its out- 
come is speculative. 

Casing trouble in the Quintuple well, 





Placentia district, has delayed the drillers 
in locating the source of water trouble 
which has caused great anxiety to the 
owners. Periodical flows reaching to the 
top of the derrick have resulted in filling 
a large sumphole and two 1,000-bbl. tanks 
have been filled with the oil. It will prob- 
ably be several days before a packer can 
be put in the well to hold back the water. 
The experience gained in drilling this 
well will be made use of in future de- 
velopments. There is no question about 
its being a large well whenever the water 
is shut off. It is in the front of producing 
territory to the east and proves up a sec- 
tion or more of virgin land. 








THE FIELDS 


OF MEXICO 


By GEORGE BLARDONE. 








BOATS ARE COMMANDEERED. 





TAMPICO, Mexico, May 6.—The occu- 
pation of Panuco by Villista troops, fol- 
lowing sharp fighting in the town, in 
which, it is reported the Constitutionalist 
garrison lost heavily, continues. Panuco 
is completely isolated from Tampico as a 
result. Constitutionalist troops, advanc- 
ing on the Vera Cruz side of the Panuco 
river, presumably to attempt to retake 
the oil town, have occupied Ponce follow- 
ing a skirmish with advance guards of 
Villistas. Ponce is the river loading sta- 
tion of the East Coast Oil Co., situated 
just above Topila, and some twelve miles 
from Panuco by trail and twenty miles 
by river. The Constitutionalists have 
strict censor on the East Coast company’s 
telephone line from Ponce to Torres, the 
company’s ocean terminal just above 
Tampico, and have evidently disconnected 
the line leading on to the company’s sta- 
tions in the Panuco field. It is reported 
that the Villistas are in considerable force 
in Panuco. It is further reported that no 
damage has been done oil properties or 
oil field workers there. Meanwhile, as re- 
ported in this correspondence under date 
of the 3rd, no launches or boats of any 
kind are permitted to descend the river 
from Panuco by the Villistas, and this 
applies with equal force to all river craft 
in Tampico due to proceed up the river. 

The distribution of the oil-towing fleet 
is as follows: All towboats of the Panuco 
Transportation Co. (marine subsidiary of 
the Texas Co.), and Transcontinental Pe- 
troleum Co., are in Tampico waters; tow- 
boar Major Slack (Barbour) is at Tampi- 
co and the towboat C. A. B., Jr., (Barbour) 
is laid up at Ponce in fresh water. Free- 
port & Mexican Transportation Corpora- 
tion towboats Crescent and Helen White 
are at Panuco; Mexican Gulf Oil Co.’s tug 
Gertrude is at Panuco and the towboat 
Higo is also there. As previously reported 
the movement of oil on the Panuco river 
is perforce stopped, but unless this stop- 
page lasts for, say two months, there is 
ample oil in storage at Tampico to con- 
tinue shipments from this port by com- 
panies handling Panuco crude, the volume 
of the movement the past two months 
considered. 

Where the stoppage of the movement 
of oil to terminal storage at Tampico is 
going to be felt, however, is by those 
companies that are short on storage at 
Panuco and have wells flowing that can- 
not be controlled. R. E. Brooks interests 
(Producers) are probably more concerned 
in this matter than any other company, 





with East Coast Oil Co. a close second. 





The other companies are in very good 
shape for such an embargo, close shutins 
and considerable available storage 
(sumps) being the rule with most of them. 
However, there is no immediate concern 
to either East Coast or R. E. Brooks in- 
terests, and the barging situation may be 
relieved one way or the other any day. 

The situation in the Mexican petrolifer- 
ous belt in this, the Tampico-Tuxpam 
district, certainly presents an anomaly. 
The Villistas practically range all the 
producing districts now, while the Con- 
stitutionalists control all the ports of out- 
let. In fact, about the only fields the 
Constitutionalists have covered by their 
troops are the Topila field, Ponce, where 
their outposts are reported at present, 
being just beyond that field, and Ebano, 
where they are holding back the Villistas’ 
advance along the San Luis Potosi rail- 
road. From the viewpoint of present 
troduction and distribution, both fields 
are negligible. For some time past small 
bands of cavalry have patrolled through 
the southern fields, here -today and there 
tomorrow, all claiming Villista connec- 
tions. The Constitutionalists have con- 
tinued to hold Tuxpam, the port of 
clearance for much southern field produc- 
tion, despite some sharp fighting in the 
environs of the town recently, and rumors 
to the effect that the tow had fallen are 
declared at this writing to be ground- 
less. 

Shipments of oil continue from both 
Tampico and Tuxpan without hindrance. 
Villa Evacuates Panuco. 
TAMPICO, Mexico, May 8.—The Villistas 
have evacuated Panuco, retiring to a 
point above Panuco on the river. Follow- 
ing the evacuation, Constitutionalists 
troops re-entered the town. The Villistas 
commandeered all floating craft there 
manned by crews and in commission, tak- 
ing the floating equipment up the river 
with them. The Mexican Gulf’s tug Ger- 
trude was released because she drew too 
much water for the upper river and has 
returned to Tampico. Freeport & Mexi- 
can Transportation Co.’s towboats are 
not in commission and were not molested, 

it is reported. 


VILLA CUTS OFF BRITISH SUPPLY. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., May 18.—Com- 
munication is cut between Panuco, in the 
Mexican oil fields, and Tampico, bottling 
up one of the British navy’s principal oil- 
supply sources, according to State De- 
partment advices received today. The 
Carranzistas evacuated Panuco May 13 
and the Villistas occupied it May 15. 





DEEP WELL AT CHARLESTON, S. C. 





A well was recently drilled at Charles- 
ton, S. C., to a depth of nearly 2,000 feet 
below sea level and at that depth struck 
water-bearing sand which yielded -a 
naturai flow of over half a million gallons 
a day of extremely soft water, suitable 
for boiler supply. I. N. Knapp, of Phila- 
delphia, who was the engineer in charge 
of the drilling operations, realizing the 
opportunity afforded by a deep boring 
of this kind to add to the sum of human 
knowledge, carefully saved a complete 
set of samples of the materials penetrated 
by the drill and sent them to the office 
of the United States Geological Survey at 


|| Washington. The findings of the special- 


ists who examined the samples were 
deemed of sufficient importance to war- 
rant the publication of a 28-page report 
which was issued as Professional Paper 
90-H. 

One of the interesting results of these 
studies was the finding of the shells of 
oysters and other marine organisms even 
down to the very bottom of the well, all 
of which, except those found within 75 
or 80 feet of the surface, belong to species 
which lived during past ages and are now 
extinct. The shell of one species belong- 
ing to the oyster family and known to 
scientists as Exogyra upatoiensis Stephen- 
son was floated out from the bottom of 
the well by the natural flow of water. 
The story which this shell tells is an in- 
teresting one to students of earth history. 

When the oyster was alive the Atlantic 
ocean covered the present site of Charles- 
ton and probably extended for nearly a 
hundred miles farther inland, but the 
bottom of the sea on which it lived was 
probably not more than 50 or 100 fathoms 
deep. The rivers from the land carried 
sand and mud into the sea and gradually 
filled it, but as the filling progressed the 
sea bottom slowly sank. Sometimes 
there was a pause in the sinking, and at 
other times there were even upward 
movements which temporarily lifted the 
sea floor entirely out of water; but in the 
main the movements were downward until 
a relatively recent prehistoric time, when 
an upward movement caused the strand 
line to retreat to its present position. 

In the sands and clays which filled this 
downward-sinking ocean basin, _ salty 
ocean waters were entrapped and buried, 
and these waters, now more or less mixed 
with land-derived waters, were encoun- 
tered at various depths in the Charleston 
well; they are referred to in the report as 
“fossil waters,’’ because they have been 
for so long locked in the earth and pre- 
vented from circulating. Although prac- 
tically motionless, these fossil waters are 
under heavy hydraulic pressure due to 
the weight of the waters which have per- 
colated from the landward direction down 
through the seaward-dipping sand layers. 
When the sands containing the fossil 
waters are tapped by wells the hydraulic 
pressure forces the water up through the 
drill hole to the surface, thus producing 
flowing artesian wells. The water from 
the 2,000-foot level at Charleston shows 
only slight indication of having been 
mixed with sea water, but the waters 
from some of the higher levels contain 
enough of the ancient sea water to give 
them a distinct salty taste. 

It is a commonly known fact that the 
temperature of the earh increases from 
the surface downward, and this fact is 
well illustrated by the conditions existing 
in the Charleston well. The temperature 
of the water from the 2,000-foot level as it 
flows out from the mouth of the well is 
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99% degrees F., being from 35 to 40 de- 
grees warmer than the waters obtained 
from wells less than 100 feet deep in the 
same vicinity. 

As all the layers of sand, clay, marl and 
limestone which make up the earth to a 
depth of 2,000 feet or more beneath 
Charleston, dip oceanward, theoretically 
they should crop out at the surface to the 
northwest of Charleston. The layer con- 
taining the ancient oyster at the bottom 
of the 2,000-foot well would be expected 
to appear at the surface somewhere be- 
tween Sumter and Camden, but its exact 
outcrop hag not yet been determined in 
South Carolina. In this connection, how- 
ever, it is interesting to note that a layer 
of Cretaceous sand containing the oyster 
has been discovered on Chattahoochee 
river and on Upatoi creek, 9 or 10 miles 
south and southeast of Columbus, Ga. 
This shows that the ancient sea in which 
the oyster lived did extend inland to or 
beyond the present site of Columbus, 
which is approximately 225 miles from the 
nearest point on the present Atlantic 
coast. 

The report, which is a strictly technical 
account of the scientific data afforded by 
the well, has been published as Profes- 
sional Paper 90-H—‘‘A Deep Well at 
Charleston, S. C.”—and may be obtained 
free of charge on application to the di- 
rector, United States Geological Survey. 


PROGRESS OF PIPE-LINE WORK. 


Work on the various pipe lines in Okla- 
homa, which has been delayed from time 
to time on account of inclement weather, 
is now progressing rapidly and several of 
the lines will start running oil this week. 
The Mc-Man Oil Co.’s 8-inch line from 
the Cushing pool to Addington, Jefferson 
County, Okla., has been practically com- 
pleted and oil is now being run as far as 
Purcell. At Addington the oil will be 
taken through the line of the Magnolia 
Pipe Line Co. to Fort Worth, Tex., where 
the Magnolia has a large refinery. It is 
thought that eventually this line will be 
taken over by the Magnolia Pipe Line Co.| 
The capacity of the line will be approxi- 
mately 22,000 bbls. daily. Stations at 
Depew and Purcell are fully equipped and 
others along the way will soon be in run- 
ning order. The line will not be able to 
handle full capacity before the first of the 
coming month. 

The Gulf Pipe Line Co. and The Texas 
Co. have made improvements on their 
lines and the two concerns can now han- 
dle 30,000 bbls. daily: The Gulf company 
recently completed the looping of portions 
of its line near McAlester and The Texas 
Co. made some improvements around its 
station near Drumright. The Cosden Pipe 
Line Co. laid a 6-inch line to Cushing 
some time ago and has just completed 
the laying of 22 miles additional pipe, 
looping the old line. This will give this 
concern an outlet of approximately 10,000 
bbls. daily. The line extends from the 
Cushing pool to West Tulsa, where Cos- 
den & Co. have a modern refinery. It is 
understood that oil will be delivered to 
the Sapulpa refinery, at Sapulpa, through 
this line. 

The completion of a pump station near 

Pementa, a new town in the Cushing pool, 
is holding up the running of oil through 
the 156 miles of 8-inch line of the Okla- 
homa Pipe Line Co. which parallels the 
Gulf line to Cushing from its main line 
near Jenks, in the Glenn pool. and then 
on to De Queen Ark. The station is due 
for completion within the next few days, 
but no oil can be shipped south, as the 
Oklahoma line extends only as far as the 
Arkansas State line, where the Prairie 
Pipe Line Co. takes the oil, and its line 
is held up by high water, so it will be 
some time before oil can be taken through 
the entire line of the Oklahoma Pipe 
Line Co. 
- Work on the Prairie Pipe Line Co.’s 
8-inch line between Cherokee and Manuel 
stations was completed on Wednesday, 
but just when the increase of 10,000 bbls. 
will take place is not known, as work is 
still in progress on the loops in the north- 
ern division, near Wood River, Ill. At 
Neodesha, additional improvements were 
made at the station and the line has been 
completed between Cherokee station and 
the northern division. 

Work on the line of the Magnolia Pipe 
Line Co. from Addington to Alford, Tex., 
has progressed rapidly and this line will 
soon be inreadiness for the additional oil 
that will be delivered by the Mc-Man Oil 
Co. The Magnolia has recently com- 
pleted its extension between Alford and 
Fort Worth, Tex. 

Following will be found the approximate 
outlet for Cushing oil by pipe lines after 








the completion of work now in progress, 


not countaing those running to the vari- 
ous tank farms or refineries near Cush- 


ing: 

Company. Runs Bbls. 
Prairie Pipe Line Co...............6. 50,000 
Oklahoma Pipe Line Co.............. 20,000 
Oe erence 20,000 
Oe OO ee ei are 15,000 
I INSIDE 6 ia’ 560 10.o'0.0 0 0754.08 0:00 15,000 
Bo 10,000 
Milliken Pipe Line Co............... 10,000 
MURUOO: PERO TANG cc cc scccosececs 6,000 
Peerce Oll Corporation... 0.2 .0ssicces 10,000 

MMMM aie ab )Bio ein case se sca diame Shek 0 b'e\0rece 156,000 


TWO WOMEN LOSE THEIR LIVES; 
MAN WITH THEM, BADLY BURNED. 





DRUMRIGHT, Okla., May 17.—Two 
more lives have been added to the death 
list due to natural-gas explosions in the 
Cushing field. The victims in the latest 
occurrence of this kind are: 

Mrs. Geneva Hilton, 28 years old, a 
widow, burned to death. 

Miss Rachel Haddock, 
burned to death. 

Fred Swan, 22 years old, driver of auto- 
mobile, seriously burned about the hands 
and face; will recover. 


17 years old, 


On Saturday evening, Swan, who was. 


in charge of a delivery automobile for an 
Oilton meat market, distributed various 
orders of meat at different points in the 
field to his employers’ customers and 
among others supplied were Mrs. Hilton 
and Miss Haddock, who conducted a lodg- 
ing place on the Mc-Man lease, about 
three miles northeast of this town. The 
young man offered the women a pleasure 
ride in his auto, as he had some addi- 
tional deliveries to make, and they ac- 
cepted the invitation. The evening was 
warm and there was much humidity. It 
was such a time, as experienced oil-field 
people have learned, is fraught with dan- 
ger in the gusher district, where gas 
emitted from the big wells thereabouts 
hangs heavily in low-lying localities, there 
being no wind to drive it away. 

The road followed by Swan, in his trip, 
leads across a small stream which is 
forked just above the crossing place. On 
the surface of the creek a thick scum of 
oil was flowing and the air was strongly 
impregnated with gas, It was some time 
after nightfall and the automobile lights 
were brightly shining. The automobile 
had reached the land lying between the 
two branches of the creek when the ac- 
cumulation of gas at that point burst into 
flame; having been ignited by the auto 
lamps. 

The occupants of the car leaped from 
the conveyance and, with flames rising 
about them from their burning clothing, 
and screaming in agony, they ran in dif- 
ferent directions. They cried for help, 
but no aid was at hand. They were soon 
overcome and the flames, after consuming 
the coverings of their bodies, charred and 
shriveled their flesh. 


The young man succeeded, by rolling 
upon the ground, in extinguishing the fire 
in his clothing, but he was painfully 
burned. However, he retained conscious- 
ness and when occupants of five other 
cars who were near enough to hear the 
explosion of gas, arrived on the scene, he 
told them of the shocking circumstances. 

Both of the young women were still 
alive when tenderly conveyed to a nearby 
camp and later to the Drumright hospital, 
where they died early on Sunday morning. 

Miss Haddock’s home was at Markham, 
a small oil town in the Cushing field. 
Mrs. Hilton was a widow, who leaves a 
3-year-old daughter. The little one is 
with her grandparents at Stillwater, Okla. 
Fred Swan’s home is at Cleveland, Okla. 
He is in the hospital here. 

In view of the recurrence of fatalities 
due to similar explosions in the gusher 
district, there should be additional pre- 
cautions taken by those in authority to 
safeguard human life. It is well known 
that great quantities of gas from the 
wells: are likely to be encountered at any 
time in that part of the field. Automo- 
bile drivers should be prevented from 
running conveyances thereabouts’ with 
lamps aglow after darkness has come. 
And the careless ignition of matches by 
tobacco smokers should likewise’ be 
stopped where gas accumulates in the 
dangerous area. 


IRONWORKS AT CASPER, WYOMING. 





Casper (Wyo.) Press: The Wyoming 
Iron Works Co. has been incorporated for 
$25,000, with business headquarters in 
Casper. J. W. McDonald, A. Doornbos 
and C. E. Starr, local iron workers, are 
at the head of the new company. A. 
Doornbos, secretary of the company, is 
now in Oklahoma figuring on a big Wy- 
oming contract. 








The Fulton Gas Relief 
Valve for Natural Gas 
Gasoline Plants 


Does the work: Blows the treated gas 
down where you want it, and then stops 


THE CHAPLIN-FULTON MFG. CO. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


MAKERS OF THE FAMOUS FULTON GAS REGULATORS 
































Jarecki Manufacturing 
Company 


MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS IN 


Oil and Gas Well Supplies 





We manufacture the famous “Jarecki Fittings,” 
known as the best wherever oil and gas is found. 


Our Iron Gate Valves stand up under pressure where 
others fail. 


We manufacture Jarecki Pipe Machines and Pipe 
Threading Tools, which are used all over the civilized 
world. 


We sell everything needed and used about an oil and 
gas lease. Send your specifications to us and let us 
quote you. 


We are distributing agents for National Tube Com- 
pany Pipe, Tubing, and Casing. 


Macomber & Whyte Wire Rope. 


American Cables, made only by The American Manu- 
facturing Company, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Gandy “Genuine” Cotton Belt. 
Titan “Guaranteed” Rubber Belt. 


Stores in all important points in the oil region. 


WE HANDLE THE BEST. 


Factories and Home Office, ERIE, PA. 


Branch Offices, 
PITTSBURGH, PA. ST. LOUIS, MO. 
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BIG DEAL IN THE CUSHING FIELD. 


An important deal consummated in the 
Cushing pool, was the purchase by the 
Roxana Petroleum Co. of the Devonian 
Oil Co.’s property known as the Maley 
and Linda Yarhola leases in Section 8 
and 9-17-7, which comprise 320 acres. 
There are 28 Bartlesville sand producers 
and eight Layton sand wells with an ap- 
proximate production of 8,500 bbls. daily. 
The deal also included 10 steel tanks of 
55 000-bbls. capacity with 400,000 bbls. of 
storage oil. There are two 4-inch lines 
from the lease to the tank farm near 
Cushing, and one 6-inch line from the 
tank farm to the Santa Fe and Katy rail- 
roads, where there are two _ loading 
racks. The price was $1,955,000 and in- 
cluded one-sixth interest held by R. E. 
Fuller. E. M. Arnold was the broker. 





BIG NEWSPAPER EDITION. 





“The Achievements of Tulsa,’ a spe- 
cial edition issued on Tuesday by the 
Tulsa Daily World, consisted of 56 pages 
of half-tone illustrations and timely arti- 
cles relating to the remarkable growth 
and resources of the city and its vicinity. 
Portraits of many Tulsa citizens formed 
an attractive feature of the edition. ‘‘The 
Achievements of Tulsa’”’ is conceded to be 
the most complete special newspaper edi- 
tion ever published in this city. 


NEUTRALITY NOT ON STRAIGHT. 





Louis Lieberman, native of Prussia, and 
formerly a soldier in the Kaiser’s army, 
aroused the wrath of a party of oil-field 
teamsters in the Cushing district one day 
last week. There had been some re- 
marks about the sinking of the Lusitania 
and Lieberman emphatically declared that 
the destruction of the ship was justified. 
“IT hope every passenger boat flying the 
British flag and carrying passengers to 
England, will be torpedoed,”’ said he. Then 
the assembled teamsters lost patience 
with Lieberman. He was in charge of a 


ORDERS FOR NATIONAL TRANSIT. 





Oil City (Pa.) Derrick: N. A. Newton, 
sales manager of the National Transit Co. 
shops, upon his return to Oil City on 
Thursday from a business trip to Phila- 
delphia, announced that during the past 
few days the National Transit Co. shops 
have received orders aggregating about 
$50,000. 

Among the orders is one of four hori- 
zontal power pumps for the Prairie Oil 
& Gas Co. and an order for seven ver- 
tical power pumps for the Standard Oil | 
|\Co. of Louisiana, both orders totalling | 
|about $40,000. Four cargo pumps are or- 
|dered for the New York Shipbuilding Co. 
|of New York for use in unloading tank 
ships. These pumps will cost about $7,000. 





Work on the filling of these orders will 
be started at once. 
| 
SPECTACULAR OIL-WELL BLAZE 

IN ILLINOIS FIELD, NEAR aneness 
CASEY, IIL, May 17.—Oleaginously, | 
Oklahoma ‘“‘has it all over’? any other oll- | 
producing State, but oil surprises are not} 
|confined entirely to the country of big 
| sushers. Here, for instance, in the} 
|shallow-sand development of Clark Coun- | 
|ty, Illinois, there are happenings now and | 
j}then which make oil news. | 
Within a mile or two of the place where | 
Casey’s boom was started, 10 years ago, | 
and where it was supposed nothing re-| 
mained worth while so far as oil strikes | 
were concerned, J. I. Campbell & Co., of | 
|Butler, Pa., have a flowing well which hit | 
|the pay at 380 feet. | 
| The Campbell was not expected to find 
oil at that depth and when the drillers} 
suddenly realized that they had a gusher 
on their hands they also experienced the | 
least bit of a panic. Oil came up through | 
the 8-inch casing in a forceful flow and)! 
the column gushed spectacularly over the | 
derrick top, falling back in a prismatic 
shower. 

The oil was as welcome as the flowers | 
in May, but not just at that moment. | 











}of his crew. 


necaed - pertget was done and nobody was | floor. We had to put the empty tin cylin- 
injured. A new machine was placed over/der into the hole and when the shell was 
the hole and efforts were resumed to com- pometnes into position and lowered against 
the job. | the rising column of oil, the container did 

e output of the well is likely to be/a sort of tango dance. The pressure tried 
quite large for this section of the country. | to keep it out of the well. Bird shot 
The oil is of 28 gravity. | weighing about 15 pounds was put into 

The well is located on the Knecht farm, | the shell as ballast. This caused it to be- 
in the southeast quarter of Section 32, | have itself and the shell sank down into 
Parker Township, and about two and | the gushing oil. At a proper depth the 
one-half miles north of Casey. G. L. K. | shell was fastened in the usual way, the 
|men poured in the ‘juice,’ attached the 
| connections and lowered the shot into the 
5a aor = ii |well. The stuff let go according to pro- 

. V. Horrigan, o ulsa, who is build-|gram and sent a monster torrent of oil 
ing steel storage tanks on the lease of the|high into the sunshine. I think it was 
Hill Oil & Gas Co., in the Cushing pool,|one of the prettiest sights of the kind I 
has found practical use for his Ford car. | have ever seen. 

Recently a strike of tank builders oc-| ‘By being careful, a shooter can get by 
curred and Horrigan lost the larger part| under the most dangerous circumstances, 
The storage then in course|and knowing this to be a condition and 
of construction was needed and the loss|not a theory, he is, usually, careful. It’s 
of men greatly hindered the work. With|the only way.” 
the resourcefulness for which he is noted,| Shooting wells in the Cushing country 
Horrigan placed his Ford in service and;continues to be an active industry. The 
inaugurated a new plan for handling the|initial shot, to tone up a new Cushing 
800-pound sheets of steel that are used in|well, is of about 20 quarts—some less, 
tank construction. He tied a rope to the/others slightly more. Later on, when the 
rear axle of the car and connected it by| flow seems to be weakening, a second 
means of a hook to a sheet of steel. Then | shot is in order, this time the amount be- 
the proper manipulation of the starting|ing about 30 quarts. Additional shots are 
\larger as the well grows older. 

To shoot a new Cushing well with too 
heavy a shot is costly folly. It is likely 
|to spoil things generally and tear a hole 
in the rock where the water is stored 
under heavy pressure. 

ADDITIONAL PERSONALS. 

Charles Wrightsman, who has been a 
|student at Leland Stanford University, 
|Palo Alto, Cal., during the past year, re- 
|turned home Wednesday morning. The 
Wrightsman family will leave within the 
next two weeks to spend the summer in 


A TANK-BUILDING FORD. 

















HORRIGAN AND HIS TRUSTY FORD. New England, going to California late in 
the season. 

Harry F. Sinclair and a party of friends 

gear caused the Ford, with its custom-| will go to Kansas City in a special car to 


ary snorting and rattling to move for-| witness the first game which the Newark 


Federal League team, which is partly 





|Fire was under the boiler, near ai hand,|ward, dragging the heavy sheet to its| 


team and had not long been working in| nq the drillers made a scramble in that | 
the oil fields. Evidently, he did not think | direction. They pulled the glowing coals | 
that Oklahoma teamsters were so ““neu- lfrom the firebox, but by the time this was 
tral” as to take exceptions to his talk. | gone there was a flood of petroleum on| 
But he soon ascertained that they re-/the ground and it accumulated around | 
sented his views. lthe boiler and glowing coals, very 
“Lynch him!’’ yelled one of the group, |promptly. There was an explosion of | 
and a rope was procured, Whether the | tame and then the rising column of oil| 
men really intended to hang the Prussian | trom the hole was turned into a mighty | 
or not, is unknown, but the foreigner | fountain of roaring fire. | 
found himself in a precarious situation. | These things all happened so —s 
A compromise was effected when he|that nobody was able to cope with the| 
agreed to leave the oil fields and never |-ituation and the men felt that they were| 
return. The team he had been driving lucky in avoiding cremation. The fire. 
was taken in charge by a volunteer and | pose to a height of about 200 feet when 
$10, due him for services from the owner the gushes of oil intermittently occurred, 
of the team, was made up among the thus presenting a spectacle “which at- 
*neutrals.”” Lieberman, on receiving the | tracted immense crowds of sight-seers. 
money, did not stand “upon the order Of he fire burned until the following day, 
his going,’’ but went at once. lwhen it was extinguished. 
| The drilling-machine rig, etc. were de- 


FATAL FALL OF TANK BUILDER. |stroyed, and much oil consumed, but no 





place upon the tank bottom. Horrigan 
and his ‘‘car’’ are now doing the work of 
eight men—and the Ford has never hinted John B. Gregory, manager of the Mus- 
at striking or objected to working an|kogee Refining Co., was in Tulsa on Tues- 
hour after the whistle blows. |day on a business mission. 

The accompanying illustration shows 
Joe and his mechanical, gasoline assist- 
ant triumphantly yanking 
desired spot. 


|}owned by Mr. Sinclair, plays in the West 
this season. 


|GUARDIAN FOR MISS DAISY SCOTT. 
a sheet to the} 





J. W. Conrad has been appointed as 
|guardian of Miss Daisy Scott, who has 
j|just become of age, proceedings in the 
|matter having been conducted in the 
To put a shot of nitro-glycerine in a|Creek County Court at Sapulpa, Okla., on 
well that is flowing briskly, is a job at-|Saturday last. The girl was declared in- 
tended by thrills. So, at least, says|competent to attend to her business in- 

She has an allotment and part 


DANGERS OF PUTTING IN SHOTS. 


Barney Horrigan, of the American Tor-/|terests. 
pedo Co. |of this was sold to a man named Abra- 

“We shot a well in the Cushing field,|ham, by a former guardian. The present 
not long ago,’’ said Barney, in a talk with|action is intended to make it legally im- 
a Journal man, “‘and it was a ticklish bit| possible for the girl to quit-claim to Ab- 
of work. Oil was gushing out of the hole | raham, whose title has been attacked by 
to a height of 50 feet above the derrick'the Creek tribal attorneys. 





At Perryman Station, Okla., on Friday | 
last, M. J. O’Conner, employed as a tank 
worker, fell, accidentally, from a tank of 
the Gulf Pipe Line Co. and was instantly 
killed. The man’s home address was un- 
known to his associates and there has} 
been much difficulty in locating them. As 
this is written, O’Conner’s relatives have} 
not been notified, their whereabouts be- 
ing unknown. 





JOLT FOR KANSAS NATURAL. | 
TOPEKA, Kan., May 18.—J. L. Bristow, 
chairman of the Kansas Public Utilities | 
Commission, opened a surprise package | 
for the receivers of the Kansas Natural | 
Gas Co. at the hearing today. It was) 
practically an announcement that the | 
commission would not allow an increase | 
in the rates for natural gas if the 





in- | 
crease was to take from the consumers | 
enough money to pay for the bad judg- 
ment of the promoters of the company. 
Bristow at the same time indicated that | 
the commission would consider an in-| 
crease in the price of gas if the cost of | 
the service and the value of the gas fur- 
nished were the considerations in fixing | 
the price. | 

Victor Hays, auditor of the company, 
admitted to Senator Bristow that the pro- | 

- moters had made a bad guess as to the} 
available supply of gas. When the pipe 
lines were built the promoters believed 
there was enough gas to supply all the 
towns of Eastern Kansas and Western 
Missouri for 10 or 12 years. But the gas 
did not hold out. 

In ordinary speculative deals the pro- 
moters usually pocket the loss, said Bris- 
tow. Hays admitted that this was the 
usual proceeding. 


| 














McEvoy Wireless Well Strainers 


(PATENTED) 


are just what the name implies—they have brass slotted 
strainer plugs inserted within the walls of the pipe as 
shown. You can rotate or drive them same as pipe. The 
plugs as shown below are actual size and are numbered 
according to mesh. The white lines are actual widths of 
mesh or openings. This construction makes the McEvoy 
Wircless the safest and best screen made, and in a class 
by itself. Used in all Texas and Louisiana oil fields. 


O OM Waa ap 
OWOODOOD 


J, H. MCEVOY & CO 








CALIFORNIA FACTORY 
HOUSTON McEVOY WIRELESS WELL STRAINER CO. 
gs TEXAS 


714-16 N. Alameda Street LOS ANGELES 
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LARKIN PACKER GOMPANY 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


OIL AND GAS 
WELL PACKERS 


Braden Heads, Casing Shoes, 
Clamps and Swabs. 





BARTLESVILLE, - - = OKLA. 


Stock at Nichols Transfer Co. 
TULSA, OKLA. 





























YORKE DERRICKS 


We have in stock ready for immediate ship- 
ment, eleven 80-foot Yorke Standard Derricks, 
and six 72-foot Derricks, which we will sell 
at very substantial reduction from list prices. 


These derricks are suitable in every way for drilling pur- 
poses, but we desire to dispose of them inasmuch as we 
are no longer manufacturers of the Yorke type derrick. 


CARN EGIE STEEL COMPANY 


General Offices: PITTSBURGH, PA. 
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ANOTHER VIEW OF CUSHING FIELD. 


(By H. G. JAMES) 

INDEPENDENCE, Kan., May 10.—The 
one absorbing question among oil men, 
and, in fact, among all who are directly 
or indirectly interested in petroleum, is: 
“What about Cushing?’’ I have traveled 
east and west lately and whether in 
Tulsa, Bartlesville, Kansas City, Chicago, 
St. Louis, Pittsburgh or Bradford the first 
question is always a Cushing interroga- 
tion. And it might be added that nearly 
every man thinks Cushing is already a 
thing of the past and that it is now only 
a matter of watching ‘“‘the last death 
struggle’ and recording the story. I must 
confess this has been very largely my 
own theory. I was unwilling to believe 
the output materially recovered after its 
slump some weeks ago. But for fear I 
might be wrong I went down and looked 
over the field and talked with some of the 
best informed men in the Cushing dis- 
trict. And while I am willing to admit I 
was evidently wrong in believing the 
“bottom had dropped out’ or that the 
“beginning of the end” was at hand, 
still there are so many plausible yet con- 
flicting statements by men of accepted 
veracity that it is difficult to form a very 
clear and definite opinion as to the actual 
output of the district. 

Probably the best informed man in the 
field, whose position gives him a splendid 
opportunity to know the facts, and whose 
word would be readily accepted if it were 
mentioned, said to me that the output of 
Cushing a week ago when he checked it 
up, was actually 271,000 barrels. “‘It is 
not going off as has been claimed,’’ he 
declared. “I know positively whereof I 
speak. The operators at Cushing,’’ he 
continued, “are trying to run away with 
an unnatural situation, and they ought to 
be permitted to do-it. It is true, I be- 
lieve, the high flood of oil is over the hill 
and on a decline, but the output is not 
going off like 2 boy running down hill. It 
is declining in a very dignified manner. 
With its enormous béd of sand I look for 
Cushing to hold up better than any pool 
that has ever been developed in Okla- 
homa and I am basing my opinion upon 
positive information and daily observa- 
tion; not upon my wishes or personal in- 
terests, but upon facts. Indeed, I will be 
surprised if there is not a daily yield at 
Cushing of 175,000 to 200,000 barrels a day 
at the end of this year. It is true water 
is coming in and causing some annoy- 
ance in the north end of the field, but it 
is not hurting much. It is simply mak- 
ing it cost more to produce the oil. I do 
not think there is any sense in booming 
Cushing prices and not the price of oil 
produced in the rest of the field. In my 
judgement the production of all the Mid- 
continent field should be taken before 
there is any attempt to boost prices at 
Cushing.”’ 

The attention of the speaker was called 
to the fact that refiners have been forced 
to resort to Cushing oil because it is 
richer in gasoline than other crude pro- 
duced in Oklahoma and that it has been 
impossible for them to compete with 
Cushing crude and use these other oils. 
He was asked how he accounted for the 
fact that one refiner was offered 43. cents 
a barrel for the Cushing crude he owns 
or controls. ‘‘Well, he didn’t sell it, did 
he? No, and there’s the point. An effort 
has been made to boom the price of Cush- 
ing oil in the exact manner a promoter 
advances fictitiously the prices of town 
lots. But you watch, the price of oil is 
not and cannot go up for some time. Take 
your pencil and do a little figuring. If 
the output of Cushing were to go down 
to 160,000 barrels today, there would still 
be an over-production in the mid-con- 
tinent field of approximately 100,000 bar- 
rels a day. How can there be an advance 
with such a condition prevailing? Why 
should we fool and jolly ourselves? But 
that is just what we are trying to do. 

“Now, answering your question about 
the refiners and the quality of the crude 
they must have. Have you ever made 
eareful tests of Bartlesville sand oils 
found outside of Cushing? Well, I don’t 
want to make any positive statements, as 
I would prefer that you make an investi- 
gation yourself, but I will say that I am 
satisfied myself and that is sufficient for 
my purposes, that fresh Bartlesville sand 
oil, wherever found, will run just as rich 
as the Cushing crude. Of course, there 
may be a few exceptions just to prove 
the rule. But if you will test Bartlesville 
sand oil in the Osage, in the Boston pool, 
at Cleveland and up Bird Creek, I think 
you will be surprised at the results. Crude 
in the lower end of the Osage at least, 
runs about 39 to 40 degrees. Of course, 


the gravity of all old wells has a tendency || 





to go down and it is not just exactly fair 
to compare oil from old wells in the Osage 
with new wells in the Cushing district. 
But comparatively speaking I think you 
will find the quality of Bartlesville sand 
oil very nearly the same wherever you 
find it in this field, and that when neces- 
sity requires it the refiners will not find 
it so difficult to adjust themselves to the 
new condition when Cushing does go off. 

‘‘Now, I said I believed the production 
might be 175,000 barrels a day or more 
in Cushing at the end of the year. A 
week ago there were 744 producing wells 
in the Cushing district. Some of these 
have gone off remarkably fast, and yet 
as a field it has been holding up most 
remarkably strong. There are less than 
200 locations yet to be drilled in the pres- 
ent defined and outlined field. But from 
the standpoint of production, I suppose 
we must admit, the pool is more than 75 
per cent drilled up. At this time the 
production is approximately 265,000 bar- 
rels a day. By checking one against the 





other you can form your own con- 
clusions. Last week there was placed in| 
storage 110,000 barrels a day. These are 
actual figures. At the same time 165,000 
to 175,000 barrels of oil a day was shipped 
out of the field, either by the pipe line or 
by tank cars or taken by the Cushing and 
other refineries. The production on Sat- 
urday, a week ago, was actually 271,000 
barrels. There are now 150 wells drilling 
in the district. Outside of the defined 
field and adjoining the southeast corner, 
where the Prairie Oil & Gas Co. and the 
Hill Oil & Gas Co. have been getting good 
wells, and where the Prairie has lately 
developed a daily production of 13,000 
barrels or more, the Hill company owns 
thousands of acres of land which I hon- 
estly believe will prove exceptionally rich 
when the company gets ready to drill it 
in. The Hill company prefers to wait until 
there is 2 demand for the oil before drill- 
ing the territory. This, I believe, will 
have an important effect upon the future 
of the field. I firmly believe-the field is 
going to surprise everybody by its stay- 
ing qualities, and in support of my argu- 
ment I have simply to point to the fact 
that it has surprised everybody up to 
this minute, and in spite of all the talk 
about it’s going to smash, it is still hold- 
ing remarkably close to its highest record. 
This cannot be controverted. To bear me 
out the oil is actually being sold or tanked. 
And in the north end of the pool, where 
they say water is playing such havoc, 
there is still a daily yield of over 100,000 
barrels a day. You remember it was not 
long ago they were saying the same thing 
about the south end of the field: It, too, 
had gone to the demnition bowwows as a 
result of water. But you know what has 





since taken place and how the Prairie 
after yielding first place to the Mc-Man 


Oil Co. and B. B. Jones has again come! day. 


‘te Mid-Continent field outside of Cush- 


ing is approximately 135,000 barrels a 
If the pipe lines, by the new orders, 


to the front as the second largest pro-|pick up 50,000 barrels more a day in the 


ducer of high-grade crude in the world 
and, as I have said, by the development 
of its Litchfield lease in the extreme 
southern end of the pool—the drowned- 
out end a few months ago.” 

Then this gentleman made a signifi- 
cant statement, especially in view of the 
fact the Prairie Pipe Line Co. has issued 
orders to take 70 per cent, or practically 
all of the oil going north. He said: “All 
of the oil outside of.Cushing should be 
run now. The estimated production of 





DRILLING WELLS IN CALIFORNI 


old parts of the field it will mean 50,000 
barrels more a day of Cushing oil to go 
into storage.’’ 

I don’t pretend to know what signifi- 
cance there is in this statement. My 
friend threw cold water all over my argu- 
ment that with the completion of nu- 
merous pipe lines now in course of con- 
struction there would be a largely 
increased outlet, by stating the increased 
runs by reason of the increased facilities 

(Continued on page 31.) 





(By W. R. GUIBERSON.) 


A great many oil men in the Mid-Con- 
tinent field wonder why it requires so 
much time and money to drill wells in 
California, and they form the opinion im- 
mediately that it is due to inexperience; 
but this theory is absolutely wrong, for 
driliers who have drilled in every oil field 
in the world are there—aside from the 
drillers who have grown up with the de- 
velopment of the oil industry of the State, 
and have, through daily encounters with 
the many difficul*‘es arising from time to 
time, learned to meet them advantage- 
ously. The driller from Pennsylvania soon 
discovered that the same methods used in 
his native State could not be adapted to 
the formations in California and many of 
them had serious trouble at the begin- 
ning. Many good drillers from the East- 
ern fields have found it necessary to dress 
tools for a few months before they could 
hold down a drilling job. 

So, in the beginning, let us cast aside 
the erroneous idea that trouble and ex- 
pense in California is due to incompe- 
tency. Of course, we find the usual class 
of would-be, or never-will-be, drillers in 
every territory,, and California has her 
share; but we refer in this article to real 
drillers—the drillers who hold their jobs 
when there are jobs. 

The driller capable of drilling 100 feet 
or more each tower in a territory where 
the hole stands up—and he has nothing 
to do but ‘‘fan’’ the screw—would be up 
against a difficult proposition should he 
contract to do the same thing in Cali- 
fornia. 

In the first place, it is necessary to 
carry the casing with the tools; in other 
words, the rope socket is never below the 
shoe, and the driller who disregards this 
order generally gets the ‘‘rollers. put un- 
der him’; for he may be making hole, 
but suddenly the tools are “hung up,” 
and upon investigation he finds about 20 
feet of sand above the rope socket and a 





fishing job is on. So the rule is strict and 


very emphatic orders are given to each 
driller concerning this feature. When 
there is hole enough below the shot for 
another joint, it makes no difference the 
time of day or night, another joint is put 
in. This is done by the driller and tool 
dresser along with the aid of casing tongs 
operated from the wrist pin. Each joint 
is set up so that the ends butt together. 
The casing is lifted the length of one 
joint once every two or three hours, and 
in some localities once every hour. To 
facilitate matters, a cellar is excavated 
beneath the derrick floor for a distance of 
from 20 to 30 feet and 10x10 timbers laid 
across the bottom on each side of the 
hole upon which the spider rests. This 
cellar is provided with électric lights. 
The slips of the spider are set after the 
pipe is lowered, about two feet below the 
collar the elevators removed and left 
hanging on the blocks, which are raised 
and tied back out of the way of the beam. 
The depth of the cellar enables the driller 
to test the hole without having to put up 
another joint, and in all cases Baker cas- 
ing shoes are used, being larger in diam- 
eter than the collars and provided with 
cutting teeth. This assures a hole which 
will permit the collars to pass through 
freely. This shoe will cut its way through 
any ordinary hard formation. But in case 
of hard shells of any thickness, under- 
reaming is always resorted to. And at 
this point let me say a word about under- 
reaming. Everywhere we hear more or 
less condemnation for the underreamer 
on account of broken lugs or cutters, and 
let me say this trouble is due usually to 
the manner in which the underreamer is 
used and not to faulty material in the 
cutters. The California operator experi- 
enced the same trouble when the under- 
reamer first came into use and at which 
time the cutters were not made of the 
proper material, but when they began to 
realize that the cutters were not designed 
to withstand the grief it was put to and 
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began to use better judgment in its use, 
he had less trouble. At first the under- 
reamer was used the same as the bit, and 
when we consider the weight of the usual 
stem pounding down on the. cutters we 
should not wonder that they often break. 
Again they often key-seat and when they 
do it is almost a sure thing that they are 
left in the hole. So now in every well- 
equipped> derrick in California, one will 
find an extra string of tools standing up 
beside the headache post, with a short 
stem below the jars and a heavy sinker 
above them. This is called the under- 
reamer string. The wrist pin is usually 
put back in the second hole for under- 
reaming. This requires a little longer 
time to underream a hard stratum, but 
the Jength of extra time compared with 
the time and expense spent with broken 
cutters in the hole is time and money 
saved. 

As a result of thorough underreaming 
and constant moving of the casing, a 
string of 15%-inch is often carried in to a 
depth of 1,500 feet, and when landed the 
12%-inch is put in immediately and in 
many cases carried to a depth of 2,300 or 
2,400 feet. There have been longer strings 
of these sizes carried, but the above cases 
I have personal knowledge of and I men- 
tion them by way of illustration. The 
necessity for carrying the casing with the 
tools is due to the looseness of the for- 
mations, and to prevent the walls of the 
hole caving, the hole is kept full of water, 
and the pressure of the water causes the 
hole to stand up and the frequent moving 
of the casing keeps it free. There are 
many cases where this precaution even 
does not suffice to relieve the situation 
and the casing is set or “frozen’’ before it 
is carried to the proper depth, and the 
spear and jacks are nevessary to loosen 
it. This causes delay and expense, but 
has become one of the expected events 
in the drilling of any well. 


The circulator system has relieved this 
trouble to a certain degree, but even with 
the circulator—unless the driller is ex- 
perienced in handling casing—it will 
freeze at times; but if he takes advan 
tage of the first signs of sluggish condi- 
tion of the casing, and keeps it moving 
the length of a joint until it frees itself, 
he may overcome this trouble. The cir- 
culator system is used particularly in 
deep territory where it is necessary to 
carry the casing to a depth of near 4,000 
feet to shut off water. The equipment 
for the circulator system is an extra 40- 
horsepower boiler and a 12x4x12 slush 
pump. }This pump is placed on the der- 
rick floor—between the tug side of the 
bullwheel and side of the derrick. The 
derrick floor is extended for this purpose 
—a casing head similar to the oil-saver 
head is used with a 2-inch . connection 
through which mud is pumped down 
through the casing and up behind the 
casing, running out through a flume ditch 
underneath the derrick floor into a set- 
tling well, where the sand resulting from 
the formations drilled settles. The pump 
suction is connected with this well and 
in this manner the same mud is kept cir- 
culating from the time the hole is a few 
hundred feet deep until the water string 
is landed. This string is usually set and 
cemented about 50 feet above the oil 
sand, after which the circulator system is 
abandoned and the oil sand drilled in the 
regular way. But in all cases the oil 
sand is never tapped unless the. hole is 
full of water. This is to hold down the 
pressure of oil and gas and sand, which 
would otherwise heave and cover up the 
tools. The oil sand is always drilled 
through into the formation beneath and 
the oil string landed there. Then the 
string is perforated and the real trouble 
begins, for unless the well is a gusher, 
cleaning itself—it requires several months 
in some cases to relieve the sand trouble 
before the well will produce for any length 
of time without sanding up. With some 
wells it is necessary to pull the tubing 
every day for three months and bail out 
from 100 to 200 feet of sand before it will 
settle down to a steady producer. 

One of the most expensive difficulties 
frequently experienced is collapsed cas- 
ing caused by shifting sands, and in some 
cases actually breaking the casing off. In 
this event casing must be removed, or as 
much of it as possible, and the task of 
drilling by begun. Someone may ask, 
*Why not move the derrick and dril! a 
new hole?” That would be the proper 
thing in territories when a depth of 2,000 
feet is reached in a few weeks, as is often 
the case in the Mid-Continent field, but 
not in California, where 2,000 feet of hole 
ordinarily costs $20,000, and often twice 
that amount. In Southern California, 
especially in Ventura County, the forma- 
tion stands in some case: at an angle of 
from 40 to 60 degrees, and it is in this 





territory where crooked holes are fre- 
quently had, and it is necessary to hold 
the tools up pretty tight all the time to 
be successful, and in one locality particu- 
larly hard flint-like boulders are encoun- 
tered at from 500 to 1,000 feet embedded 
in the soft-sand formation, and the only 
successful means to overcome this diffi- 
culty is to drop into the hole about a 
dozen cobble stones and continue’® this 
performance until these boulders are worn 
out; otherwise, these boulders cause a 
crooked hole and even with the use of 
cobble stones the driller must watch his 
bit every screw. 

I have enumerated some of the many 
troubles experienced in California, but 
have not referred to one feature of the 
game in California which, in my mind, is 
the most important, but requires time 
and money. This feature is cementing off 
the water. Too little attention was paid 
this until recent years and, as a result, 
some very valuable territory has been 
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ruined; but today no well is drilled into| by two of the best drillers in California 
the oil sand until it has been cemented | and was supervised by a man reared in 
with at least five tons of cement and al-j|-the oil fields of Pennsylvania and who 
lowed to stand about 15 days full of|had drilled in every oil field in the United 
water and then bailed dry to test it. If,| States, having spent five years in the 
as in a few cases, the water is not shut | California field as driller. I mention these 
off, it is necessary to loosen the string,| facts simply to uphold my assertion that 
remove it, and examine every joint for|the expensive operations in California 
holes or cracks. This is accomplished|are not due to incompetence, but rather 
sometimes without much trouble, but or-|to the character of the formations. 
dinarily becomes a very expensive opera-| The old-style methods of drilling wells 
tion before finished. And thus it is the| will accomplish nothing in California deep 
California operator experiences his trou-/|territory. New tools, heavier irons and 
bles. He expects when he begins spud-|stronger derricks had to be adopted, new 
ding in that the well will cost at least|ideas sprung up to relieve the many diffi- 
$10 per foot and he is not surprised if it|cult problems, and, as a result, a great 
costs $20 per foot, and it is not uncom-|many troubles have been averted. I am 
mon for a well to cost $30 per foot and/not criticizing the the Mid-Continent 
require from one year to 15 months to} | driller—he’s all right. But I will say this 
drill it. One well in particular in the | —he has a different hole to dig in Cali- 
Midway field in Kern County, California, | | fornia than he has here; not that he can’t 
was over two years being drilled and cost | drill it, but that he can’t make so much 
more than $165,000. This well belonged to| hole and do thé thousand and one things 
one of the big companies and was drilled| that go with it. 
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OIL IN NIAGARA LIME. In Congress Township, Wayne County, 
| locations have been made for seven new 
WOOSTER, O., May 15.—Work is pick-| wells, pretty well distributed over the 








ing up some in the north end of the Cen-|entire township, and all will go a long 
tral Ohio gas field and the new locations} way toward showing what portion of the 
being made are mostly in advance terri- | township is good for gas in the future. | 
tory. The summer months will see many | The Medina Gas & Oil Co. has a rig up | 
wells drilled along the shore of Lake Erie | for a test on the northeast corner of the} 
from Cleveland west to Sandusky. | J. Kosler farm, Section 36, near the ham-| 

At the town of Vermillion, along the/let of Pleasant Home, in the extreme 
Lake Shore Railroad between Sandusky |southwestern portion of the township. 
and Cleveland, there is a little excite-|The Arco Oil & Gas Co. has a rig on the 
ment over a well drilling by the J. B.|D. B. Good seven acres in Section 31, near 
Forner crowd, of Pittsburgh. This is the| the same town, and has a rig up for an-| 
company that recently drilled the dry hole | other test on the northwest corner of the 
near Castalia, in the western portion of|H. McFadden farm in the north half of | 


Erie County. This company started an-|the northeast quarter of Section 31. The| i_4 


other test which is located about four | Logan Gas & Fuel Co. will drill a test on| 
miles to the west of Vermillion, on the/the W. H. Wurst farm in the northwest | 
Jacob Nuhn farm, and loeated near the} quarter of Section 31, just south of Pleas-| 
northwest corner of Erie County and di- | ant Home, and a rig up on the Nellie M. | 
rectly north of the Ashland gas field and| | Bonewitz farm. Reese & Sperry have a} 
northwest of the Lorain County develop- rig on the southwest corner of the George | 
ment. At a depth of 297 feet this well| Smith farm, Section 29, between Pleasant | 
struck a pocket of oil in the Niagara| Home and Congress Village. 
limestone and the oil commenced to flow! The Ohio Fuel Supply Co. is in the sand| 
readily, indicating that there was quite | |with its wildcat on the Sarah E. Arm-| 
a pressure back of it. The well also|strong farm, Section 31, Cannan en, 
showed a quantity of gas, which became| ship, Wayne County. The same company 
ignited when it broke forth and wrecked|has a rig in for a wildcat well on the| 
most of the machinery around the well.| William Buckholtz farm, Séction 19,| 
The fire has been put out and it looks as| Wayne Township, Wayne County. This | 
though it might make a small oil well;;test is a little over a mile southeast of | 
but, usually, the shallow Niagara lime- | Mechanicsburg. 
stone wells do not last any length of In Chester Township, Wayne County, | 
time. Numerous wells of this kind have|the Highland Development Co.’s test on | 
been found along the southern shore of} | the center of the E. Swartz farm, Section | 
Lake Erie, in Lorain County, as well as|36, that was reported tubed in the Berea | 
in counties to the east of Cleveland. |jsand, had a rock pressure of 100 pounds | 
The Medina Oil & Gas Co.’s well near | and a volume of 250,000 cubic feet of gas | 
Linndale, several miles south of West jand the company pulled out the tubing! 
Park field, and said to be 11 miles south-|and is now drilling the well to the Clin- | 
west of Cleveland, in Cuyahoga County,|/ton sand. There are six strings of tools) 
is making a much better showing than/running in this township. The Me dina | 
any oil well yet drilled in the Cleveland|Gas & Oil Co, drilled a good gas well in al 
field, but little will be known about the| second test on the A. Hardy farm, Sec- 
value of the well until it is put into pro- | tion 36, located in the southeast corner of 
ducing shape. It has been reported as|the 40-acre farm. The same company is 
good for 400 bbls. a day, but this is far) drilling No. 2 on the D. Pittinger farm, 
from facts, as no one knows what the | Section 1, and No. 1 on the Dave Wood- 
well’s value will be as an oil producer. It | ward farm, Section 9. Slager, Curry & 
may make a small producer similar to|/O’Hall Co. drilled in a good well on the| 
others drilled in the Cleveland field. There| J. C. Troxel farm, Section 27, and is drill- | 
has been some leasing excitement in the} ing a test on the Irving C. Mowery farm, 
vicinity of the well and it may mean the| Section 22. The Ohio Fuel Supply Co. has 
opening of the long-looked- i . E. 
oil field. W. L. Curtis, of Buffalo, and @/ Martin farm (mapped as the D. J. Miller 
well-known oil operator, is taking up 4|farm), Section 6. The well is in the 
block of leases, as are operators from/|northeast corner of the farm and is a 
Cleveland, and should a couple more wells|test for that vicinity: The Logan Gas & 
be drilled with a good showing, the Cleve-| Fuel Co. has a new location on the W. H. 
land people will go as wild as they did|and E. B. Bower farm, Section 33, also a 














over the gas boom. : rig on the northwest corner of the Nora 
The Cleveland gas wells are depreciat-| A. Swinehart farm, Section 20. 
ing at a rapid rate. Since the close of Whit. 


March there has been about 75 wells} ee ee ee eek 
abandoned, according to a_ statement|HEARING ON APPLICATION 
made by Ralph W. Gallagher, assistant TO INCREASE RATES FOR GAS. 
general manager of the East Ohio Gas 
Co. Mr. Gallagher was before Deputy TOPEKA, Kan., May 17.—For four days 
State Tax Commissioners James B. Runi/last week the Public Utilities Commission 
and Charles P. Salen to give information|of Kansas heard the application of the 
for the’ aid of the tax commissioners in | Kansas Natural Gas Co. for an increase 
assessing gas properties for taxation. Mr.|in rates for natural gas supplied its cus- 
Gallagher says of the 450 wells now pro” | tomers in this State. 
ducing, many are supplying gas in very! The application was made in the name 
small quantities. The gas field north of|of the receivers of the company, John M. 
Lorain Avenue and east of Warren Road,| Landon, John J. Overfield and R. S. 
in the Lakewood district, is practically | Litchfield. Their statement was that dur- 
exhausted. According to the witness’ ing the past seven years the gas fields of 
testimony, the best field in Cuyahoga| Kansas had been called upon very. heavily 
County is along the east side of Rocky |and were therefore nearly exhausted. This 
River, south of Lorain Avenue. The field| necessitated the securing of leasés and 
does not as yet extend west of Rocky/the laying of lines into Oklahoma. They 
River. New wells, whose production has|declared that during the past year the 
not been demonstrated, will be placed on|company has lost more than $100,000 and 
the tax duplicate at the cost of drilling—| that if the increase in rates asked for was 
$5,500—the tax commissioners say. Valu-/|granted it would then simply enable the 
ation of wells that are furnishing gas will| company to operate without a loss. The 
be arrived at by determining the value of|receivers declared further that they had 
their output, deducting 70 per cent. for|peen unable to make the necessary im- 
operating expenses, and capitalizing the|provements to maintain the physical 
remaining 30 per cent. at 16 2-3 per cent. | efficiency of the properties through lack 
To the result the cost of drilling will be|of funds. Through the decisions of the 
added. Federal courts they had been able to se- 
In the Wooster field the great depth in|cure the money that was tied up at the 
which the gas is found makes the com-/time of the appointment of the receivers 
pletion ef wells slow. In Plain Township,|and this had all been used in the pay- 
Wayne County, the Highland Develop-|ment of indebtedness incurred in the ad- 
ment Co. drilled in a fair gas well on the| ministration of the affairs of the company 
S. A. Alaman 128 acres in Section 2. This/and in needed extensions of lines which 
is known as the P. Zercher farm and the were made with judicial approval and 
well igs but a short distance north of the| directly under the orders of the court. 
town,of Jefferson. The same company; Victor Hays, the auditor, quoted figures 
has started the drill on the southeast cor-| showing that the net income for 1910— 
ner of the J. Rittenhouse farm in the|the Kansas Natural’s banner year—was 
northwest quarter of Section 22. This| $1,885,651. For 1914 the income was $174,- 
well is two miles east of Blacklyville.|(00 less than the operating expenses and 
There is a dry hole on the J. C. Sidle|taxes, he said. In 1910 the company sold 
farm, a little over a mile southwest of | 33,000,000,000 cubic feet of gas. Last year 
this drilling well. this was almost cut in two, being 18,000,- 
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